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After reading many scholarly commentaries on different books of 
Scripture, it became my mental habit to sift through the minute 
discussions of individual words and/or phrases, and the guoting of 
various scholars of the past of many differing opinions, and center 
on the most logical and inspirational truths that remained. Thus I 
relied on the studied scholarship of those who had learned the 
original languages and had read all the previous scholars that had 
written to get the best possible understanding of Scripture that I, 
as a non-scholar, could. It seemed that most church members would not 
attempt to read scholarly works - but would benefit from their 
knowledge if presented in a plain and straightforward manner, the 
truths they had perceived. The following commentary is my attempt to 
do this. May God bless my efforts to the extent that they increase 
the understanding and faith of the reader. 



T.O.D. Johnston 
2005 
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Lesson I: Introduction 

When Paul wrote this letter, he had not visited there. He knew 
about the group of believers. His communication was intended to give 
a full account of his experience, and knowledge, and understanding of 
all aspects of the Gospel which he preached among the Gentiles . 
Included also was the direct revelation he received from the risen 
Savior, and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. In addition, he was 
completely familiar with the Jews' system of religion and tradition, 
since he had been educated by the best teachers and had been a most 
zealous advocate for Judaism. At this point, he had frequently 
disputed with the Jews in every detail of their arguments against 
his . 

His letter to the Romans was sent to the center of the ruling 
power of the 'civilized' world at that time. It was a great 
metropolis where a large and very mixed population lived. Christians, 
Jews, pagans, heathens, slaves, soldiers, politicians, philosophers, 
and the emperor. Paul was aware of this and kept this in mind when 
composing this letter. He wanted to clearly and carefully instruct 
the believing Jews in the central truths of Christianity, which would 
disprove the points that the disbelieving Jews held onto. This truth 
would convince idolatrous Gentiles unto conversion and faith in 
Christ . 

In short, he argues and opposes the unbelieving Jews, and 
strongly proclaims the Gospel. It also insists upon principles of 
service unto God, and Christian fellowship. This was especially 
important for believing Jews to correctly and equally treat believing 
Gentiles with brotherly love. Each and every one who professes faith 
in Christ, and service to Him, is accepted as a member of the true 
visible Church, and is equal to all others, with all of the same 
privileges and rights . 

The letter consists of 4 divisions. 

Part I: 

In the first five chapters, he explains the riches of Divine 
grace, free to all mankind. Jews and Gentiles are equally sinful. 
This was shown as the way that Abraham was justified - by faith. All 
men became sinners as consequence of Adam's sin. Christ's obedience 
redeemed mankind from the death penalty of sin, providing the way for 
eternal life to all who believe. This is what the Law of Moses could 
not do - for no one (except Christ) could fulfill it. 

Part II: 

Paul explains the obligations of the believer to new life of 
piety and virtue. Chapter 6 relates to Gentile Christians. In chapter 
8, and part of 9, he addresses the Jewish Christians. In the rest of 
chapter 9 he addresses both groups. He brings out the resulting 
difficulties they would be exposed to - persecution and suffering - 
which would be strong influences to deter them from their duty as 
believers, following Christ. Paul asserts strongly the certain 
perseverance of all who love God, in spite of any infirmities or 
trials in this world. God will provide the strength. 
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Lesson I continued 

Part III. 

Paul clearly delineates the correct way to interpret the 
rejection of the Jews - and how this was God's plan, so that the rest 
of mankind could be offered His Salvation. This made the Gentiles as 
equal to Jewish believers. 

Part IV. 

Paul encourages (exhorts) certain Christian duties. He concludes 
with greetings to and from particular people. 

To correctly grasp this epistle, we must keep readily in mind 
the beliefs and attitudes and traditions of the Jews, in their 
complete and utter aversion to Gentiles, as base, coarse, idolatrous 
heathens. The Jews claimed Abraham, circumcision, their religious 
laws and worship, and their own righteousness as reasons for having 
any right to God's favor. 

The purpose and effect of the Gospel message was accompanied 
with the working and gifts of the Holy Spirit. Spread by a few men of 
low estate in that world of Roman power, deep-rooted prejudices, 
pagan religion, and idolatry, the best education and philosophy. And 
yet the truth, dignity, and virtue of the message confronted and 
gained victory upon victory in the hearts of those who heard and 
believed. The truth of the love of God to all men was never before so 
clearly taught, and experienced - bringing the joy, hope, faith, and 
peace that the world cannot. The resulting writings of the New 
Testament of Jesus Christ was, is, and ever shall be the only 
writings with that promise and power to change lives, always for each 
individual's greatest life and future. 

The year of the writing of this epistle was around 58 A.D. 

Romans 1:1-7. 

Salutation 

1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, 
separated unto the gospel of God, 

2 (which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy 
Scriptures , ) 

3 concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the 
seed of David according to the flesh; 

4 and declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the 
Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: 

5 by whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to 
the faith among all nations, for his name: 

6 among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ: 

7 1 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: 
1 Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Verse 1 . 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ. The Greek word here translates 
to servant - more correctly, it means a slave, one who belongs to, is 
the property of his master. He was expressing that as far as he was 
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Lesson I continued 

concerned, his life and energy belonged to his Lord, and would be 
spent in doing His will. 'I am wholly the Lord's.' 

Called to be an apostle - an exceptional, special messenger sent 
by God Himself to deliver the most important message: to preach the 
Gospel of Salvation through Christ to all people (nations) . Paul was 
claiming Divine authority to set straight the matters that were in 
dispute, concerning that beginning Church. This was especially true 
with the Roman group because their beliefs had not been founded and 
guided by an apostle. 

Before, Paul had been separated not only as a Jew, but also a 
Pharisee. Now, he was separated unto the Gospel of God. 

Verse 2 . 

The Gospel that God had promised afore time, in the law, and the 
Prophets, was a more perfect and glorious state of things. This would 
take place through the Messiah, Who would bring spiritual life and 
eternity by His Good News. 

Verse 3 . 

The Messiah was God's Son, of the royal line in His humanity, 
son of David, rightful heir of the throne of Israel. 

Verse 4 . 

He was undeniably shown to be the Son of God, through His 
conception, birth, preaching, miracles, passion, death, His 
resurrection - His life, His teaching - all were true. Also, the 
fulfillment of the Old Testament promises and prophecies was further 
proof . 

The uniqueness of Christ's resurrection was the greatest proof: 
only the power of God, His miraculous energy, spiritual and holy, 
could accomplish this. This same power (the Holy Spirit) was sent to 
Christ's followers with gifts and graces in His Name. This same Holy 
Spirit, from that time to this time, influences people - convinces of 
sin, righteousness and judgment; by faith, people are converted and 
set apart unto a new life, as children of God with an eternal 
inheritance . 

Verse 5 . 

Without the special favor and unique help of God, Paul could 
never have been an apostle. His conversion was extraordinary, as was 
his call to preach the Gospel. Obedience to the faith - his job, by 
call and power of God - had one purpose: to proclaim the faith in the 
truth of the Gospel of Jesus. He was responsible to proclaim this way 
of salvation to all nations. Obedience was the necessary consequence 
of genuine faith. All people were to be granted the opportunity to 
hear and choose to believe and be saved. 

Verse 6. 

Paul here identifies these Romans as having been invited to 
believe in Christ Jesus, for the salvation of their souls. His 
mission is directed to them. 
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Lesson I continued 

Verse 7 . 

They are also identified as 'beloved of God, called to be 
saints ' . They accepted the Gospel and received the Holy Spirit and 
the gifts thereof. Paul wishes them grace - divine favor, the source 
of every blessing. Grace being unmerited or earned favor. This is in 
stark contrast to the Law, where favor could only be acquired by 
perfect obedience, which no one could attain. Jesus fulfilled this 
for us, and only through Him do we receive God's grace. We also 
receive peace, signifying harmony and the bond of unity, 
reconciliation, friendship, and good order. This includes working to 
preserve peace and against confusion. It also signifies the Gospel 
and its blessings. This peace brings contentment and happiness, 
through confidence in believing in Jesus as Savior. The source of 
this peace is God the Father, through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Next, Paul commends them for their faith, and expresses his 
heartfelt desire to visit them, to import to them spiritual gifts, 
and give them the most complete description of Christ's Good News. 
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Lesson II 

Romans 1:8-32. Paul's Desire to See Them, and a Description of 
their Condition without God. 

Paul's Desire to Visit Rome 

8 1 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that 
your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. 

9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel 
of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my 
prayers ; 

10 making request, if by any means now at length I might have a 
prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you. 

11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual 
gift, to the end ye may be established; 

12 that is, that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual 
faith both of you and me. 

13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I 
purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto, ) that I might have 
some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles. 

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to 
the wise, and to the unwise. 

15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you 
that are at Rome also. 

The Power of the Gospel 

16 1 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek. 

17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to 
faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. 

The Guilt of Mankind 

18 1 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in 
unrighteousness ; 

19 because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for 
God hath showed it unto them. 

20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even 
his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 

21 because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, 
neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and 
their foolish heart was darkened. 

22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 

23 and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image 
made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, 
and creeping things . 

24 f Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, through the 
lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies between 
themselves : 

25 who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and 
served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. 
Amen . 

26 1 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even 
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their women did change the natural use into that which is against 
nature : 

27 and likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, 
burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that 
which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompense of 
their error which was meet. 

28 1 And even as they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things 
which are not convenient; 

29 being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, 
covetousness , maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, 
malignity; whisperers, 

30 backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, 
inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 

31 without understanding, covenant-breakers, without natural 
affection, implacable, unmerciful: 

32 who, knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such 
things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure 
in them that do them. 

Verse 8 . 

After warm greetings, Paul now expresses that he is grateful to 
God, that through Jesus Christ, that they have such a faith that he 
has heard about them in his travels. 

Verse 9. 

Calling God as his witness, Paul - as God's servant - always 
includes these believers in his prayers - continually. He engages not 
only his physical energy, but his soul also - his whole being 
completely certain of the absolute truth of what he communicates 
about Christ. He may be contrasting this with the traditional worship 
of the Jews, in all their elaborate ceremonies. 

Verse 10 . 

Paul has for some time been asking God that he could have a 
prosperous journey to meet with them. As we have seen in Acts 27, he 
does later, by the will of God, come to Rome, but his journey could 
be described as disastrous. This happens about 2 years after this 
letter was written. 

Verse 11 . 

Apparently no apostle had yet been to Rome. The extraordinary 
spiritual gifts of the Holy Spirit were only conferred by means of 
the apostles. Paul wishes that by his visit he may be the giver of 
such, that their faith in Christ's Gospel would be the more firmly 
established. In this way, they were yet different from all the 
churches that Paul had personally founded. 

Verse 12 . 

He here explains that the joined faith of his and theirs would 
be greatly beneficial in receiving the blessings from God for their 
strength and encouragement in the Gospel. 
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Verse 13. 

For a long time, he had wanted to come to them, but was 
prevented from doing so. His desire was the same as toward other 
Gentiles - to be of some spiritual benefit to them. 

Verse 14 . 

The Greeks considered all others to be barbarians, foreigners, 
outsiders. Paul is suggesting that he is under obligation to carry 
the message of the Gospel to all people. He is only recognizing the 
inclusion of all nationalities and classes of society - the learned 
and the unlearned. 

Verse 15 . 

In the time he is being prevented from coming to them by God's 
providence, he felt it would be beneficial to them if his writing 
would comfort, instruct, and encourage them. 

Verse 16. 

Isaiah 28:16 says, 'Whosoever believeth on him, shall not be 
ashamed. ' This means that believers will not be disappointed in their 
faith and hope. This describes the opposite of what happened to the 
unbelieving Jews. They have been disappointed, ashamed, and confused. 
They rejected Christ and looked for some other Messiah, leaving 
themselves outside of God's will and blessing. Believers, on the 
other hand, have received God's grace in abundance, and the blessings 
mentioned by the prophets that would come through Christ - the power 
of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth. And again, to the 
Jew first, Paul speaking to himself, and addressing the Jews at Rome 
that had become believers, as well as Greeks. 

Verse 17 . 

God's righteousness is shown in the Gospel of Christ. Sinners 
are saved by faith, not by works of any law. Abraham, father and 
founder of the Jewish people, was justified by faith - long before 
the law was given through Moses. 'The just shall live by faith.' Even 
the manifold offerings and sacrifices and other religious observances 
were intended to indicate the true and glorious and final sacrifice 
for sin, which Christ would fulfill. The Jews put their trust in the 
observances, the rituals themselves, hoping to earn justification and 
final salvation by works. For this reason, they rejected Christ. 

The just are here defined as those that believe God and act 
accordingly. Only by continual faith in our Lord can the just live a 
holy, set apart, useful life. 

Verse 18 . 

Now Paul moves to the main subject of his letter. He is to show 
the absolute universal corruption of all mankind - therefore the 
absolute necessity of the Gospel of Christ. Man's sins shouted for 
God's justice and punishment of the world. The rest of this chapter 
describes this. All the heathen nations were utterly corrupt. The 
Jews, in spite of their privileges, were no better. Both of them were 
equally entitled to be offered God's salvation. God is the creator of 
all men, as well as the whole world. 
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God's wrath indicates that His righteousness is greatly 
displeased. This is expressed by His punishments upon the godless, 
and the profligate - whose lives are sinful in every way. This would 
included atheism, polytheism, idolatry of every kind. Also, 
everything contrary to all morals - things that are cruel and 
lawless . 

To hold the truth in unrighteousness means to maliciously hinder 
the truth within their hearts and minds, not allowing it to guide 
their conduct. In this way, they also hinder the truth from being 
spread in general . 

Verses 19,20. 

In these two verses, Paul makes a profound observation about how 
God revealed Himself through the beauty, order, and purposeful 
operations in the manifest visible universe. In other words, although 
the Gentiles had no written revelation from God, what may be observed 
in the visible universe, everywhere, gives witness of Him. Everything 
- since the creation of the world, if attentively observed - reveal 
His eternal power and providence. This cancels their excuse of 
ignorance and their idolatry and wickedness. 

God's invisible perfections are openly shown in His visible 
works - the vastness and variety and complexity, also all the 
beneficial provisions and adaptations for all life. His eternal power 
of creation and sustaining His creation show His Godhead - as 
governing and supporting His universe. 

Verse 21 . 

Paul continues, here explaining their actions in knowing God, 
but choosing not to be thankful and not to glorify Him. They chose 
not to proclaim Him to the people, but to enclose His glory in their 
mysteries, images made like corruptible man (idols and mythology), 
thereby turning God's truth into a lie. God punished their sins by 
allowing their pretense at virtue to degenerate into vile immorality 
and vice. Their imaginations, or reasonings, became foolish - even 
the wisest of the Greek philosophers. 

Verse 22 . 

These vain characters made great claims about their wisdom, but 
their lives conformed to the darkness of the world around them. 
Scholars have studied the many writings of these ancient Greek and 
Roman philosophers and found that Paul's observations were accurate. 

Verse 23 . 

Men had made representatives of their deities in human figures - 
their greatest artists making statues to Hercules, Venus, Apollo. 
They were described as having human passions, but extraordinary 
strength, beauty, wisdom, but without true morality, involved in 
disgraceful actions . The other creatures mentioned most aptly come 
from the Egyptians - sacred animals as representing forces of nature 
and the supernatural. These included the ox, the goat, monkey, dog, 
the four footed beasts . The creeping things - the crocodile and 
beetle . 
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Verses 24, 25. 

God gave them up to their lusts - thereby allowing them to bring 
about their own punishment upon their own bodies. They had chosen 
this path. They had changed the truth about God into a lie, serving 
the creature more than the Creator. 

Verses 2 6-32. 

In the remaining verses of this first chapter, Paul describes in 
great detail the abominable evils of which there is ample proof, from 
the Roman and Greek writings still in existence. 

As a result, both men and women suffered the consequences: 
diseases and disorders. 

Theirs had been the choice to not seek and reflect on the proofs 
of God's divine nature. God gave them over to a reprobate mind - one 
that could not discern or search for the truth of God. 

Paul then lists every kind of unrighteousness, contrary to all 
moral law and justice. The reverse of each and every one of God's Ten 
Commandments . 

It is scary to imagine what human civilization would have 
continued to devolve into, had God not intervened with the Gospel of 
Christ and the open ministry to proclaim and enforce it. 

In our own day, we are seeing the waning influence of 
Christianity, and the increasing of behaviors that Paul has 
described . 

We as God's light-bearers of the glorious gospel of His Son must 
live accordingly as children of God, in Whom there shall be no cause 
of stumbling, through Christ Who strengthens us. 
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Lesson III 

Romans 2:1-29. Paul Describes the Similar Condition of the Jews, 
Who Condemn the Gentiles . 

The Righteous Judgment of God 

1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, 0 man, whosoever thou art that 
judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; 
for thou that judgest doest the same things. 

2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth 
against them which commit such things . 

3 And thinkest thou this, 0 man, that judgest them which do such 
things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of 
God? 

4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and 
long-suffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to 
repentance? 

5 but, after thy hardness and impenitent heart, treasurest up unto 
thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God; 

6 who will render to every man according to his deeds: 

7 to them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory 
and honor and immortality, eternal life: 

8 but unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 

9 tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil; 
of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; 

10 but glory, honor, and peace, to every man that worketh good; to 
the Jew first, and also to the Gentile: 

11 for there is no respect of persons with God. 

12 f For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish 
without law; and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by 
the law; 

13 (for not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the 
doers of the law shall be justified. 

14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the 
things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law 
unto themselves : 

15 which show the work of the law written in their hearts, their 
conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while 
accusing or else excusing one another; ) 

16 in the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus 
Christ according to my gospel. 

The Jews and the Law 

17 f Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and 
makest thy boast of God, 

18 and knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more 
excellent, being instructed out of the law; 

19 and art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a 
light of them which are in darkness, 

20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the 
form of knowledge and of the truth in the law. 

21 Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not 
thyself? thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal? 
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22 thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou 
commit adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit 
sacrilege? 

23 thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law 
dishonorest thou God? 

24 For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through 
you, as it is written. 

25 1 For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but 
if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made 
uncircumcision . 

26 Therefore, if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the 
law, shall not his uncircumcision be counted for circumcision? 

27 And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil 
the law, judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost 
transgress the law? 

28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that 
circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: 

29 but he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that 
of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is 
not of men, but of God. 

The preceding condemnation of the Gentiles would please the 
Jews, and seem to justify their attitude that the Gospel should not 
be offered to them. In this chapter, Paul will effectually prove that 
the Jews had broken the law of God, continually and in an aggravated 
manner. He does this carefully, not naming them, but addressing all 
men who judge others, as those that do the same things. 

Verse 1 . 

Whosoever decides that they have the right to take on the role 
of a judge to condemn others - because they are guilty of the same 
sins, is actually condemning themselves. 

Verse 2 . 

On other other hand, God's judgment is according to truth. 
Verse 3 . 

The condemnation of others, when one does the same, does not 
provide an escape from God's judgment. To God, sin of every kind 
requires punishment, Jew and Gentile alike. 

Verse 4 . 

Looking at the historical dealings of God with the Jewish 
people, shows His forbearance and kindness, and long-suffering 
towards them. All this should have led them to repentance and 
thankfulness toward Him. But they would not recognize this - they 
despised it. 

Verse 5 . 

Their choice in continuing in iniquity (hardness and impenitent 
heart) has only increased their guilt and therefore their punishment 
unto the day of God's wrath - judgment day. Every man will justly be 
judged according to works. To treasure up means accumulate an 
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abundance . 

Verse 6. 

A restating of the previous verse. 
Verse 7 . 

Those who have persevered in seeking to honor God by their deeds 
will be rewarded in the eternal life. 

Verse 8 . 

But those who choose to reject the truth and therefore choose 
sin (unrighteousness) will receive God's indignation, wrath, and 
punishment . 

Verse 9. 

All descriptions of misery, without any possibility of escape, 
is certain. To the Jew first, having had greater privileges, but 
disregarded them, also to the Gentiles, that was guilty of choosing 
evil in spite of the light they had. 

Verse 10 . 

To all those that 'worketh good' - in obedience to the known 
will of God that they had - both Jew and Gentile will be rewarded 
with glory, honor, and peace - eternal blessings. 

Verse 11 . 

God is a fair, impartial, and just judge. His judgment will be 
based on the simple principle that a person abused the grace which 
was enough to save him, by choosing to act contrary to its direction 
and influence. There is no respect of any other values with God. 

Verse 12 . 

The Gentiles, having 'that true light that lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world' (John 1:9), they that did not have the 
law, will perish because they rejected the light they had. The Jew, 
however, had the positive Divine revelation of the law - therefore, 
their choice to disobey it brings judgment by the law against them. 
Having had the great advantage - they will be punished in proportion 
to their abuse of this advantage. 

Verse 13. 

The benefit of the law comes not by receiving it (hearing the 
law) . Obedience is required. Only those that chose to live 
accordingly shall be justified, accounted worthy of the kingdom of 
God. 

Verse 14 . 

The Gentiles, without the law, do not automatically perish 
because of this. Also, their sinful conduct will not go unpunished. 
They have no excuse. 'By nature' means following the light which God 
imparts to everyone, things expressed in the law - justice, mercy, 
temperance, and truth. These things are a law unto themselves. Even 
in the most primitive societies that still exist, these values are 
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recognized and practiced - being necessary for the good order and 
relationships to maintain that society. 

Verse 15. 

The greatest object of the law was to turn people from their 
wicked ways - injustice, cruelty, intemperance, and every falsehood. 
This was accomplished by the conscience - bearing witness - this 
faculty in the soul - where the Divine light dwells and works, the 
measure of what is right. In civil matters, a natural sense of 
justice guides. That they have this correct sense of right and wrong, 
they are accountable to God for their choices in reference to these 
principles. They also accuse or excuse one another in relation to 
these principles also. 

Verse 16. 

On Judgment Day, God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus 
Christ - this will be by God's Gospel - impartially according to the 
various advantages or disadvantages of their life situation, and the 
choices they made. Whether they rejected or accepted what truth they 
had is the standard. In the entire history of man, there is plain 
evidence in every culture, of laws in a variety of forms that were 
written down and instituted. These all came from God's imparting in 
man's soul. Paul says, 'The Spirit of God wrote originally on their 
hearts . ' 

Verse 17 . 

Paul now turns to the advantages God provided to the Jews, and 
what they have done in response. They 'rested in the law', meaning 
that they had the strongest trust and confidence of safety and 
security for their eternal salvation in the law. In addition, they 
boast about their superior knowledge of God, putting themselves above 
all others . 

Verse 18 . 

They also know God's will concerning the right way people should 
live to please God and thereby receive all the benefits that accords. 

Verse 19. 

They also lay claim to being the only guides to these truths and 
advantages, to the ignorant and bewildered Gentiles living in 
darkness. They offer them opportunity to become proselytes in their 
religion . 

Verse 2 0 . 

Their attitude toward the Gentiles is shown by how they describe 
the Gentiles as foolish, and babies, compared to their own true 
knowledge. They expect that all others should look up to them as the 
only ones that had this knowledge. 

Verses 21-24 . 

Paul now questions their pride in teaching the Law when they do 
not follow what they teach in their own lives . Example - do they 
prove their advantage of knowledge, teaching others not to steal, 
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when they themselves steal? How about adultery, and idolatry, when 
they do commit adultery, and sacrilege against God? By openly 
transgressing His law, they contradict their profession. Apparently 
there had been and continued to be notorious examples of crimes among 
the Jews. This made their religion without value among the Gentiles. 
Ezekiel had described it - 'I will sanctify my great name, which was 
profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of 
them.' (Ezekiel 36:23.) 

Josephus described the great corruption of the Jewish priesthood 
at the time of the apostles - it was all about money and power. The 
Temple had become a den of thieves. They practiced unjust divorces - 
only men had advantages . They made a way for children to abandon care 
for their aged parents. This was rampant among the rabbi's also. 

Verse 2 5 . 

It is a blessing to bear the sign of God's covenant with man, 
but only if the terms of that covenant are strictly followed. If not, 
then the sign of that covenant is meaningless and without effect or 
benefit . 

Verse 26. 

Therefore, if the uncircumcised Gentile acts according to the 
spirit and design of God's law from what light God has afforded him, 
God will count him as if he was circumcised. 

Verse 2 7 . 

Will not such a person be in a position to judge those who had 
the written public law as well as the circumcision that the law 
required, but broke that law? 

Verse 2 8 . 

Neither the outward rite of circumcision, nor the outward 
profession of membership in the covenant makes that person a Jew or a 
genuine believer. Both are meant to represent the spiritual choices 
within the heart which must be seen in the deeds of that believer. 

Verse 29. 

The true Jew is so inwardly - circumcised in the heart, purified 
by the Spirit of God. This is beyond the letter of the law. Such a 
person seeks not the praise of men, but the praise of God, because he 
seeks to follow the faith of Abraham to the salvation of his soul. 

Ancient Jewish writers and rabbi's all point to genuine faith, 
which is in the heart by the spirit. Also, the prophets that could 
not be pleased by only the performance of outward rites and 
professions . 

The point here speaks of the working of the Holy Spirit, both 
among all people (the Gentiles) and among the Jews. God communicates 
His salvation, but not in any one, limited way, or to only one 
people. The Holy Spirit speaks through God's word, but is not limited 
to that. The work in the heart comes from the same Spirit. God's 
judgment is according to each individuals' choice to follow, abuse, 
or neglect this word - whether written in the heart, or on the tables 
of stone. 
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All people are of the same importance to God. He is no respecter 
of persons. God's Word was given to one people, with the 
responsibility that they would spread it to others. That 
responsibility was given to the Church and requires that the Bible 
and its message of salvation and blessing from God be sent throughout 
the world. The Gentiles then have the opportunity of learning from 
the written Word, what the Spirit of God had before written on their 
hearts . 



Next, Paul expounds on the corrupt state of all mankind. 
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Romans 3:1-31. The Corrupt Condition of All Men. 

1 What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of 
circumcision? 

2 Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed 
the oracles of God. 

3 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the 
faith of God without effect? 

4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is 
written , 

That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, 
and mightest overcome when thou art judged. 

5 But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, 
what shall we say? Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak 
as a man) 

6 God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world? 

7 For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie unto 
his glory; why yet am I also judged as a sinner? 

8 and not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some 
affirm that we say, ) Let us do evil, that good may come? whose 
damnation is just. 



There Is None Righteous 

9 1 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we 
have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under 
sin; 

10 as it is written, 

There is none righteous, no, not one: 

11 there is none that understandeth, 
there is none that seeketh after God. 

12 They are all gone out of the way, 
they are together become unprofitable; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; 
with their tongues they have used deceit; 
the poison of asps is under their lips: 

14 whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 

15 their feet are swift to shed blood: 

16 destruction and misery are in their ways: 

17 and the way of peace have they not known: 

18 there is no fear of God before their eyes. 

19 1 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to 
them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all 
the world may become guilty before God. 

20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be 
justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 



Righteousness through Faith 

21 f But now the righteousness of God without the law is 
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 

22 even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all and upon all them that believe; for there is no difference: 

23 for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 
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24 being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus: 

25 whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in 
his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins 
that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

26 to declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might 
be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 

27 f Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? 
Nay; but by the law of faith. 

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without 
the deeds of the law. 

29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? 
Yes, of the Gentiles also: 

30 seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by 
faith, and uncircumcision through faith. 

31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we 
establish the law. 

Verses 1,2. 

The unique privileges of the Jews was that to them were given 
the oracles of God, His communication of His will, His provisions and 
requirements, as well as His promises and prophecies - through Moses 
and the prophets - the entire Old Testament. 

Verse 3 . 

The question - will the disobedience and wickedness of some 
annul, or make of no effect, the promises made to Abraham? Will His 
everlasting covenant be broken? 

Verse 4 . 

By no means, not ever. 'Let God be true, but every man a liar. ' 
If anyone would say that the promise of God had failed toward him, 
let him look to himself and examine his heart and find that he had 
turned away from God. 

Verse 5. 

Does the unrighteousness of us Jews show favorably the 
righteousness of God, and His mercy in keeping and fulfilling the 
promise made to our forefathers? 

Verse 6. 

God forbid. God cannot be unjust. He Who made the world is the only 
one qualified to judge that world. 

Verse 7 . 

This argument in essence - does our sin really show God's glory, 
and if so, why will we still be judged as a sinner? 

Verse 8 . 

Apparently, because of the Christians spreading the doctrine of 
free pardon through faith, without the merit of works, rumors and 
slanderous reports have been circulated that they also spoke of the 
same idea - of doing wickedlly to more glorify God's grace. For 
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anyone to claim that any part of the apostles ' doctrine contained 
this idea, their condemnation and punishment will be just. Another 
lie to excuse sin. 



Verse 9. 

What does this show? Both Jew and Gentile are under sin. Neither 
are worthy of the blessings of the kingdom of the Messiah. The only 
way of salvation is through the mercy of God. From here through verse 
26, Paul proves his assertion. To reach the heart of the Jew, he 
quotes Old Testament Scripture, which was accepted as inspired by 
God, therefore accepted as truth. 

Verse 10 . 

'As it is written.' (Psalms 14:1-3.) This and the following two 
verses. 'There is none righteous, no, not one.' Human nature - man 
puts himself first and no one ever overcame that, nor ever will. 



Verse 11 . 

The other side - by nature, man does not seek after God - no one 
that wants to turn their life over to another, no one who wants to 
give up their own control, wishes and desires. 



Verse 12 . 

Even those who may have known about God (the Jews) have diverged 
from the straight path, turned aside, either abandoning, or 
corrupting the worship of God. Whatever truth either Jew or Gentile 
had, both left it behind in following the selfish propensity of all 
humanity. No one chose to do what is right, and good, and acceptable 
to God. 



Verse 13. 

More graphic wording - their conversation is described as 
rotting flesh coming from a tomb. This describes their lying and 
castigating, destroying the reputations of others. This would be like 
throwing their reputations into the tomb. Their words were like the 
deadly poison of snakes. 

Verse 14 . 

Their constant conversation - cursing and bitterness - 
profanity, blasphemies, and malicious gossip and slander. 

Verse 15. 

They are always prepared to resort to violence - 'swift to shed 
blood' . 



Verse 16. 

They only seek to destroy and cause misery, being miserable 
themselves. This is the only possible consequence of all they say and 
do. 



Verse 17 . 

Peace for themselves or others is not their choice or 
experience. Not having peace, they do not allow others to have it, 
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thinking about bringing discord. 



Verse 18 . 

They do not recognize God (atheists) and therefore do not fear 
judgment, but decide for themselves what is right and best for 
themselves, without restraint. The whole of recorded human history 
gives more than enough evidence. Even the most 'religious' nations 
have and continue to have wars and rumors of wars, as well as 
excesses in evil passions, and so forth, on and on. 



Verse 19. 

The law here must include both the written law of the Jews, and 
the law provided by God's spirit in the hearts of the Gentiles. The 
latter is reflected in their written codes, rules of proper moral 
conduct, among even the most ancient societies. This makes it the 
reality that all mankind has sinned against God's law, and therefore 
no one can rightfully speak otherwise. 



Verse 2 0 . 

By the works of the law, no human can be called just. The law 
shows God's righteous demands, and reveals how all people have failed 
to fulfill its demands. The sentence is death, pronounced to Adam and 
Eve, and their descendants. 

Verse 21 . 

But now, the righteousness of God has provided the way of saving 
sinners, in acknowledgment that no person would have been able to 
fulfill the law: this is revealed in the Gospel - God's mercy through 
Christ, Who perfectly fulfilled the law, for us. 

The whole Old Testament - the Law and the prophets, the rites, 
and ceremonies, sacrifices and offerings of the law, and the 
preaching and promises and prophecies of the others, reveal God's 
master plan for man's redemption. 



Verse 22 . 

Now all that believe in Jesus Christ are saved by their faith, 
and accounted righteous by God. It was and is always God's plan for 
all mankind to be offered this greatest of all gifts. God makes no 
distinction between Jews and Gentiles . 



Verse 23 . 

Summed up in one sentence. No human has, by their own life, 
brought glory to God, by fulfilling His righteous requirements. All 
are helpless, guilty, and without hope. 

Verse 2 4 . 

God's grace has provided the way, to be pardoned, through the 
redemption being paid by the sacrifice of Christ Jesus. This included 
everything He did, taught and suffered to free us from the penalty 
and the bondage of sin. The word redemption carried with it in the 
Greek, the redemption of a captive, only possible by the payment. The 
redemption of a human soul was paid by the price of Christ's death. 
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Verse 25. 

God made the plan and proclaimed Christ to be a propitiation, 
the place of atonement, the mercy seat, because the blood of 
sacrifice was offered there to obtain remission of sin, its 
condemnation and punishment. The mercy seat was the lid or cover of 
the ark of the covenant. This symbolized God's presence, between the 
angels (cherubim) . 

Both redemption and propitiation refer to the sacrificial death 
of Jesus Christ. This dramatically shows God's righteousness, and 
supreme mercy, in remission of all past transgressions of all men. 
This is now freely offered to all who hear the Gospel. 

Verse 26. 

This great declaration was offered, then and there. He is the 
just God, yet He pardons the believer in Jesus. Justice, because He 
required a sacrifice. Mercy, because He provided the sacrifice that 
His justice required. His law remains honorable - the standard of 
righteousness . 



Verse 2 7 . 

To the Jew - how can they claim some merit of works to brag 
about? Not possible! Perfect obedience that God required - who has 
attained that? God has made the way by faith alone, through His 
mercy . 

Verse 2 8 . 

The only obvious and possible conclusion that can be reached is 
that a person is accounted just by faith in Christ's sacrifice in his 
place. No deeds of the law could ever do this. 



Verse 29. 

This eliminates any possible argument that the Jew has any 
advantage. God created all men, preserves all life, and provides 
redemption to all peoples, including Gentiles. 



Verse 30. 

There being only one god that made all things, so that God shall 
call just those that believe through faith, whether they are 
circumcised or uncircumcised - the faith is the same, the Savior is 
the same, God's mercy is the same. 



Verse 31 . 

What way does this affect the law? Considering the complete 
Mosaic Law, its rites and sacrifices and ceremonies, Jesus was the 
subject and the fulfillment. Faith in Christ accepts that He 
accomplished all the claims and demands of that law. His perfect 
obedience, His sacrificial death, for without the shedding of blood, 
the law allowed no remission - in the Old Testament, a covering, and 
in the New Testament, forgiveness. Jesus was the Lamb of God that was 
slain from the foundation of the world, in whose blood we have 
redemption . 

Also, the moral law is established because faith works by love, 
the principle of obedience. The believer receives power from above to 
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live unselfishly, and peacefully, with all others. Each believer 
becomes a new creation in Christ, unto good works, to pursue the path 
to maturity and stature, to become more like Jesus, as His 
representative and messenger. 

It is the Spirit of God in the soul of man that saves and 
preserves him unto eternity. The true Christian has God's 
commandments written in his heart - shown by an innocent, holy, and 
useful life which is his reasonable service. That is the ideal, the 
goal to be striven for, the race to be run, however imperfectly - yet 
never to give up. God is faithful and just to forgive us whenever we 
ask Him. All things are possible through Christ Who strengthens us. 

Next, Justification by Faith - Abraham and David. 
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Romans 4:1-25. 
The Example of Abraham 

1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to 
the flesh, hath found? 

2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to 
glory; but not before God. 

3 For what saith the Scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted unto him for righteousness. 

4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but 
of debt. 

5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 

6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto 
whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 

7 saying, 

Blessed are they whose iniguities are fogiven, and whose sins are 
covered . 

8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 

9 1 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or 
upon the uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to 
Abraham for righteousness. 

10 How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in 
uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. 

11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised : that 
he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not 
circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: 

12 and the father of circumcision to them who are not of the 
circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of 
our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised. 

The Promise Realized through Faith 

13 1 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was 
not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the 
righteousness of faith. 

14 For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, 
and the promise made of none effect: 

15 because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no 
transgression . 

16 1 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the 
end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which 
is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who 
is the father of us all, 

17 (as it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) 
before him whom he believed, even God, who guickeneth the dead, and 
calleth those things which be not as though they were: 

18 who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the 
father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall 
thy seed be. Gen. 15.5 

19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now 
dead, when he was about a hundred years old, neither yet the deadness 
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of Sarah's womb: 

20 he staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was 
strong in faith, giving glory to God; 

21 and being fully persuaded, that what he had promised, he was 
able also to perform. 

22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. 

23 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed 
to him; 

24 but for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on 
him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; 

25 who was delivered for our offenses, and was raised again for our 
justification. 

To further prove the truth of God's provision for man's 
redemption through faith, Paul sets forth the case of the father and 
head of the Jewish nation, Abraham. He was a heathen before God 
called him, and made a covenant with him. God gave him many blessings 
and promises of future blessings above all men. This was before he 
did anything for God. This included the Gentiles, because Abraham was 
told that he would be the father of many nations . Abraham accepted by 
faith God's mercy, in the same way any seed of Abraham could follow 
him in his faith. The Jews, however, claimed some righteousness in 
Abraham's obedience to God (circumcision) . Paul will clarify the 
truth for them. 

Verse 1 . 

The argument goes back to Abraham. Did he claim to be righteous 
before God because he obeyed the rite of circumcision? 

Verse 2 . 

If this is accepted, then it was by his works that Abraham is 
justified, and he would be proud of that. Paul argues that this pride 
was not the reason the privileges would be granted by God, but the 
conseguence of these privileges being granted. 

Verse 3 . 

The record of truth concerning this event is Genesis 15:6 - 
'Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him for righteousness 
(or justification) . ' 

Verse 4 . 

If Abraham was justified by his works, then he had no need of 
mercy and grace, blessings would be given as a reward for his own 
efforts. His faith would have no value. 

Verse 5 . 

Again, look at Abraham - when he was called by God, he was 
ungodly, an idol worshiper. When he believed God, God accounted him 
just (acceptable) by his faith. Paul is making the case that God's 
plan for saving people is the same grace and mercy shown to Abraham. 
The present state of Jews and Gentiles at that time was the same as 
in Abraham's. Only one way of justification was possible, through 
faith in Christ of the seed of Abraham, according to the promise, 
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through whom all the nations of the world are to be blessed. 
Verse 6. 

Let us read what David wrote on this subject, in Psalms 31:1,2 - 

1 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. 

2 Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, 
(Romans 4:7,8) and in whose spirit there is no guile. 

Man is blessed of God, but not by man's works. It is God's gift. 

Verse 7 . 

To be forgiven of transgressions of the law, which require 
strong punishment, brought blessing to man. To cover sin describes 
them being entirely removed from sight, thrown into oblivion. 

Verse 8 . 

That man is truly happy who God does not hold his sins against 
him. They are redeemed from the penalties of the law because of their 
sinful life. They have their sins freely forgiven through God's 
mercy . 

Verse 9. 

David says that this pardon, only granted in this way, is 
essential to a person's happiness. Is it then granted only to the 
Jews or those of the circumcision? However, if it is only by the 
mercy of God through faith, then our own Scriptures record that faith 
was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. He had it at the beginning 
of faith, no works to offer. 

Verse 10 . 

This blessing was bestowed on Abraham before he was circumcised. 
In fact, that rite was not instituted until around 15 or 16 years 
later (Genesis 17:1) . 

Verse 11 . 

Further, the sign of circumcision was the outward sign to 
represent the justification he already had received. It was not a 
condition that earned anything. By his faith he became the father, or 
representative of all them that would believe. This included the 
Gentiles, who were in the same condition that he had been in when he 
accepted God's mercy. 

Verse 12 . 

Therefore, only the Jews that walk in the faith of Abraham, 
truly follow him. This was before he was circumcised. This gift was 
given to him when he was a Gentile, so now he can be counted as their 
representative, and they are included as following him if they accept 
God's mercy in the Gospel of Christ by faith . Case closed. 



Verse 13. 

The way he was justified showed the way of salvation for all 
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men. The promise of his inheritance of all nations being blessed 
through him refers to their privilege of claiming justification by 
faith, by the blood of the Lamb. 

Verse 14 . 

If those that claim that only works of the law bring salvation, 
they in effect deny and call the promise through faith as useless, 
and worthless . 

Verse 15. 

In that economy, only based on law, then the consequence is 
punishment for those that disobey. There is no provision in the law 
for mercy. If there is no pardon without the works of the law, the 
Jews have no hope, they have all broken the law and must accept that 
the only thing left for them is punishment. 

Verse 16. 

The only hope is the infinite goodness of God in offering His 
mercy to all through Christ Jesus. All the blessings contained in the 
covenant of Abraham, through his faith are included. 

Grace may be defined as the free and open will of the giver. The 
only condition to receive this grace is faith. The law is not in any 
part of it. Abraham is father of all who will believe in the mercy of 
God. 

Verse 17 . 

Paul is quoting 17:4,5. The covenant with Abraham, the promise 
of him being the father of many nations, and as a sign of the 
changing of his name from Abram to Abraham. Abraham believed God, the 
almighty, eternal, unchangeable, who can raise the dead unto life, 
the Creator who called into existence things that were not there 
before, 'Things which be not as though they were.' He can bring to 
pass whatsoever He has promised. 

Verse 18 . 

Abraham had no evidence of the things promised, yet he believed 
God and based his hope on the never failing faithfulness of God, and 
God's promises to him. The promise was that his seed would be like 
the stars of heaven in uncountable numbers . 

Verse 19. 

Even the fact of his own advanced age was not considered a 
reason not to believe. Both he and Sarah were far too old to have 
children. He was almost 100 years old, and she was 90. She had been 
barren. These were great reasons against believing God's promises. 

Verses 20,21. 

Abraham's response: 'He staggered not at the promise of God.' In 
complete confidence, he gave glory to God - believing that God was 
completely able to bring to pass what He promised. He was fully 
persuaded. God only speaks the truth, and what He promises, He has 
the power to do. 
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Verse 22 . 

It is this faith that was imputed to him for righteousness. 
Outside of his faith, Abraham had nothing to offer God, having no 
right to claim Divine blessing. His faith was in God's most merciful 
intentions. Therefore, God reckoned unto him in the place of personal 
righteousness, the righteousness God would provide through the life 
and sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

Verses 23,24. 

This record of Abraham's faith was not only for him, but for 
those that would come after. This was not to honor Abraham alone, but 
the path provided by God to save Jew and Gentile alike with Abraham 
as the model of the circumstance of salvation. All have sinned, and 
the only way to be saved is by faith in Christ. Not to choose this 
path, only leads to being lost, without God, forever. Our 
righteousness is based on our faith in the One that raised Jesus from 
the dead. 

Verse 25 . 

Jesus was delivered up to death as the sacrifice for our sins. 
He Who was so much more than innocent, for what other purpose or 
reason could He be delivered up, but for our transgressions? 

Christ's death accomplished that which God's plan for our 
salvation required; the proof was Christ being raised unto life 
eternal. That provided our reconciliation to God. This gives us the 
path to the eternal life that Jesus has entered. He took with Him our 
human nature as the first-fruits of them that slept, and the promise 
of resurrection to all them that believe. 

In Closing. 

This chapter has given the greatest proofs of the Christian 
doctrine of justification by faith. Paul explains it in clear and 
simple language that can be understood by anyone. It manifestly 
displays the mercy of God for mankind. It is a free gift. 

Man's condition is living in sin, with no ability to earn his 
own salvation. All are condemned to perdition. God's mercy has 
provided a Savior. Because of man's transgressions, their lives are 
forfeit to death. Jesus Christ has redeemed their lives by giving up 
His life in their place. This made an atonement to God for their 
transgressions. This purchased a pardon with one single condition - 
that they believe this gift with confidence in their faith before 
God. By so doing, that faith in Christ's sacrifice shall be imputed 
or accounted unto you for righteousness - thus receiving that 
salvation which God has provided through Christ. 

Even Abraham was only justified before God through his faith. 
This shows the only true path of accepting God's mercy. 

Next, Romans chapter 5 - The Effects of Saving Faith. 
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Romans 5:1-21. The Effects of Saving Faith. 
Results of Justification 

1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

2 by whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also; knowing that 
tribulation worketh patience; 

4 and patience, experience; and experience, hope: 

5 and hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 

6 1 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died 
for the ungodly. 

7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure 
for a good man some would even dare to die. 

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through him. 

10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son; much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by 
his life. 

11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement. 

Adam and Christ 

12 f Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

13 (for until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed 
when there is no law. 

14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them 
that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who 
is the figure of him that was to come. 

15 1 But not as the offense, so also is the free gift: for if 
through the offense of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, 
and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath 
abounded unto many. 

16 And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the 
judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many 
offenses unto justification. 

17 For if by one man's offense death reigned by one; much more they 
which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness 
shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 

18 1 Therefore, as by the offense of one judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift 
came upon all men unto justification of life. 

19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by 
the obedience of one shall many be made righteous . 

20 Moreover the law entered, that the offense might abound. But 
where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: 

21 that as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Intro: Three main points. 1. This relationship with Christ 
brings hope of eternal life. 2. It also brings persecutions and 
sufferings which tend to bring the Christian to a closer relationship 
with and dependence upon God. 3. God was looked to as our Heavenly 
Father. Christians as His children could depend on His love, 
forgiveness, and ultimate salvation. 

Verse 1 . 

All is based on justification by faith. Our sins have been 
pardoned by faith. Now we have peace with God. Before, our 
consciences registered our sense of guilt of sin, and fear of their 
consequences. Through forgiveness, all guilt and all feelings 
therefrom are taken away. This was only made possible through the 
gift of our Lord Jesus Christ. His passion and death brought our 
reconciliation to God. 

Verse 2 . 

This blessed condition is only continued by His influence of 
grace in our hearts, and His intercession for us with the Father. 

It is only through Christ that we have access that we may 
approach God. Only through Him is that great privilege continued even 
unto eternity in His very presence as His beloved children. This is 
the blessed hope: to rejoice in the glory of God - a foretaste of the 
eternal inheritance. 

Verse 3 . 

But not only are we happy in this relationship and future 
eternal blessings. 'We glory in tribulations also.' These that we 
endure for the testimony of our Lord, change us for the better. They 
bring about patience, or meek forbearance, of injury or persecution 
on account of the Gospel. This describes a comparison to the process 
of refining metals, a purifying process. 

Verse 4 . 

Paul continues the comparison with the purifying, refining, and 
testing of gold and silver. 

Patience brings experience of the faithfulness of our God; this 
is also a testing of our faith as being based on God's truth. This 
experience brings hope. He Who has supported us through everything in 
the past will also support us in whatever may come. We have gained 
spiritually from those sufferings already experienced, so we may also 
profit through those that come. God will be with us and see us 
through and His purpose will be accomplished. This certainty is our 
hope. All things work together for good to them that love God. 

Verse 5 . 

To put hope in things that may or may not happen will bring 
shame and embarrassment, and confusion. Our hope is of a different 
kind - it is founded on the truth and goodness of God. The proof of 
the certainty of our reason for our hope is because the love of God 
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given unto 
us. This is solid and convincing and continuing testimony of God's 
love for each of us, that He has communicated to our hearts. It is 
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poured out to invigorate and influence all our thoughts and actions . 
It refines and directs; it infuses us with His love, and brings us to 
love Him. He loved us first and we love Him for that. This is a pure 
love not related to any earthly, sensual, or selfish feelings. 

The gift comes through the indwelling Spirit - as a great light 
would dispel all darkness and shadow. The motive and power is given 
to bring about every good word and deed. This influences us to be 
more like Christ, to think and act like He did and continues to. 
Spiritually we are to mature and grow in loving Him with all our 
heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love our neighbor as our self. 
This is our high calling, the ideal to continue to strive for 
throughout our earthly lives. This either is, or ought to be, the 
experience and goal of every believer. 

Verse 6. 

After describing the glorious state of believing Gentiles, Paul 
now describes their former condition. This applies to all people. 
First, they had no strength or power to resist sin nor to work their 
own way out of that situation. Second, they were without the 
knowledge of God - they were ungodly. Third, they were only able to 
follow their own desires, the opposite of what God requires, 
therefore earning their eternal damnation. 

Without God, they have no rest. They have no strength to do what 
is good and right, but pursue some satisfaction but never finding it 
in earthly things. Following in this direction increases strength in 
sinning. They become strong habits and thoughts away from any 
goodness, becoming more hostile and cruel toward anything to do with 
God or man. 

It was when the world needed Him the most that Christ came. In 
both Greece and Rome, the powers of the best human thought had been 
cultivated to find the answer to the best pursuit of happiness for 
men, without success. The Jews were in a condition of many factions 
and corruption. And then the fulness of the time foretold by the 
prophets came. In men's greatest need, it was most likely that they 
recognized their great need, and saw the truth of God's mercy and 
good will toward them. Then they could recognize the Good News of the 
Gospel of Christ. The final gift was Jesus choosing to die in the 
place of the ungodly. 

Verse 7 . 

The Jews valued men in different categories. The righteous - 
those that treat others fairly - neither giving to nor taking from 
them. The next class is considered good - people who borrow and lend. 
The best give without expecting return. 

A man might possibly choose to die for one who had been 
extremely beneficial to him. In human history, there may be a few 
examples. Jesus said in John 15:13 - 'Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.' This is the 
greatest act that man is capable of - giving his life for one worthy 
of that sacrifice. 

Verse 8 . 

God's plan went far beyond that - while we were yet sinners, 
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Christ died for us. This describes God's infinite mercy in the 
greatest light. We had no value, being neither good nor righteous in 
our thoughts, intentions, or actions. This is the measure of God's 
love toward us . 

Verses 9-11 . 

While we were still enemies, Jesus gave His life for ours. We 
are accounted just by His blood, thus reconciled to God, saved from 
wrath, the just punishment for past transgressions. Men in sin are 
blind, unable to see the true condition of their sin, having 
therefore no ability to do anything about it. Yet, Christ died for 
our sins, and rose to eternal life - the greatest and grandest proof 
that He accomplished God's purpose to save mankind. We shall be saved 
by His life. 

'He ever liveth to make intercession for us.' - Hebrews 7:25. 
This takes place at God's right hand. The purpose is our blessing and 
maturing in our faith and actions. Christ's life is the greatest 
example and ideal for us to put all our focus and efforts to follow. 
This is described as walking in the light, no longer in darkness. 
'Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the 
world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life.' - John 8:12. 

Also included is the joy of being reconciled to God, having His 
love and His promise of life eternal, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The atonement has taken away the punishment we deserved, and changed 
our position and condition. That procures and grounds our joy in the 
eternal mercy and love of God. 

Verse 12 . 

Paul goes back to the beginning to lay out a strong argument as 
to man's condition. The consequences of Adam's disobedience extends 
to all mankind, thus enmity to God and its penalty - death. 

Verse 13. 

Before the law of Moses, that death that existed was not because 
of breaking that law. All are born with a sinful nature. 

Verse 14 . 

Death was the consequence of Adam's transgression, directly 
disobeying God. Men did not die for their own transgressions, but 
because of Adam's. The covenant of grace was given to Adam, to Noah, 
and especially with Abraham. Adam was the 'type' or 'pattern' of Him 
Who was to come - the Messiah. Through Adam, sin entered the world. 
Through Christ, every man is given the offer of truth and grace. 
'That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world.' - John 1:9. 'For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive.' - I Corinthians 15:22. 

Verse 15 . 

No proof needs to be shown to anyone that all men are mortal. 
The 'many', meaning all mankind, have died through the offense of 
one. The free gift of grace also abounds to the same amount, to every 
human being. Jesus died for everyone, and salvation is freely offered 



36 

Lesson VI continued 

to all. 

Verse 16. 

The sentence of death was the penalty of Adam's sin. The free 
gift of God in Christ was necessary also because of all men's sins 
that came after Adam. Only God's grace could provide the redemption, 
the pardon, to bring them salvation unto life eternal. 

Verse 17 . 

Death is personified as a ruler over the human race; his focus - 
to enforce the death penalty on all men. The evidence of his success 
is the destruction of all his subjects. 

Now, those who accept Jesus Christ shall be taken out of the 
empire and reign of death. They will be brought into life eternal to 
be with Christ in His reign over all creation forever. 

Verse 18 . 

To sum it up simply - by one man's sin, all men were condemned - 
likewise by one man without sin, all men may be given the free gift 
of being accounted without sin unto life eternal. 

Verse 19. 

This verse sums it up ever more simply - the same point as the 
preceding verse. 

Verse 2 0 . 

The law here must refer to the Mosaic Law. Its moral rules 
plainly described the high calling to the spiritual call of man, in 
every conscience. Its work was to reveal the true nature, deformity, 
and extent of sin. To know one is deviating from a straight path, the 
straight path must be clearly delineated. It was necessary that the 
true nature of sin be seen, and that its only result is death. This 
prepares the soul to recognize the need to accept the Gospel as the 
only salvation, provided by God. Not only pardon is offered - but in 
addition, the Holy Spirit comes with gifts and blessings, restoring a 
relationship with God, but as His child with His love and care and an 
inheritance with Him in eternal glory. 'Grace doth much more abound.' 

Verse 21 . 

The whole creation was subject to sin and its penalty of death. 
In the same way, now grace has entered to be offered universally, to 
fill the whole earth - spreading, purifying, refining through 
righteousness by the power of the gift of God. This is salvation, by 
the blood of the Lamb - and the principle of holiness spread within 
the soul by the indwelling Holy Spirit, unto life eternal. All is 
made possible by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Next, Paul explains a false argument. 
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Romans 6:1-23. Arguments. 

1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound? 

2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer 
therein? 

3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus 
Christ were baptized into his death? 

4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that 
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

5 1 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his 
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 

6 knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve 
sin . 

7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 

8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also 
live with him: 

9 knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; 
death hath no more dominion over him. 

10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he 
liveth, he liveth unto God. 

11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

12 f Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye 
should obey it in the lusts thereof. 

13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness 
unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from 
the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 

14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under 
the law, but under grace. 

Servants of Righteousness 

15 1 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but 
under grace? God forbid. 

16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of 
obedience unto righteousness? 

17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye 
have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered 
you . 

18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of 
righteousness . 

19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your 
flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness 
and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members 
servants to righteousness unto holiness. 

20 1 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from 
righteousness . 

21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now 
ashamed? for the end of those things is death. 

22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye 
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have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 

23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal 

life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Verse 1 . 

For anyone to use the excuse of continuing in sin so that God's 
grace will be more clearly shown. This idea was to turn into a sect 
among Gentiles that having been freely forgiven for all sins, God did 
not nor could not require any obligation to keep the moral law. By 
the 1800 ' s in Europe, they flourished, and some still exist. They 
were called Antinomians . 

Verse 2 . 

Paul quickly says, 'No way! ' God forbid; by no means. He 
expresses shock and strong disapproval. To be dead to sin indicates 
total separation, complete and final. 

Verse 3 . 

The true situation is the opposite. To have become a Christian 
was to have accepted Christ and be baptized, the right that immersed 
one into His death. This also symbolized salvation from and 
separation from sin. It should no more influence or rule that 
person's behavior. 

Verse 4 . 

Paul explains in more detail. Baptism is by the whole body being 
put under water, completely separated from life, as being drowned, as 
then dead. Then when he comes up out of the water, this represents a 
resurrection unto life. Even as if the one baptized now threw off his 
clothes, as throwing off former ways to now put on fresh clothes, to 
become a new manner of person. The main point - baptism represents 
our death to sin, and obligation to walk in newness of life. 

'Raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father. ' As it 
required the glorious power of God to raise up from the grave, the 
dead body of Christ, so also it requires the same glorious energy to 
quicken the dead soul of a sinner unto a newness of life. 

Verse 5 . 

Another way to show his meaning relates to farming. The planting 
of a seed, as is the death of Christ as the necessary cause that 
brought the fruitfulness of eternal salvation of mankind. This just 
as the planted seed derives all necessary water and nutrients from 
the soil to burst forth into newness of life. Our share in Christ's 
death by faith, we are no longer held by sin, now forgiven, and 
nourished by the Holy Spirit unto newness of life, including joy, 
peace, unselfish love for others - fruitfulness, and finally eternal 
glory in the presence of God and His Son. 

Verse 6. 

Another way of describing it - the old man, the same appearance 
as a seed. The seed has two parts - the germ, the part that will 
'germinate' into the new plant, and the body which decomposes, which 
provides the first nourishment to the germinating plant. 
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The new principle of life that Jesus has implanted in us, to be 
brought into full effect. The body of our sin, which Paul labels our 
old man, the corrupt, selfish nature must die, so that our soul may 
be raised unto a life of righteousness. This is compared to the body 
of Christ, raised up afterward, ascending to the right hand of God. 
Jesus had taken on a body in the likeness of sinful flesh. That body 
He gave up to death. This death alone made the atonement for sin. 
This way, He brought the life force of the Holy Spirit to bring 
newness of life to the human heart and soul. 

The body of our sin is done away with, so that we should, and 
can, live in newness of life unto Christ. 

Verse 7 . 

He that is dead has no power to sin. Sin also has no power to 
force him to sin. Through Christ, he is pardoned of former sins, and 
freed from the power to sin, now sanctified unto God. 

Verse 8 . 

Christ was raised from the dead unto life eternal. So our focus 
in our new life must be upon things above. 

Verse 9. 

Christ's resurrection meant to die no more, death has no claim 
on Him, no power over Him. We that follow Him are empowered by Christ 
dwelling in us . We receive the power to walk in humble obedience to 
Him. 

Verse 10 . 

Christ died once as a sacrifice for sin. His life now is 
eternally unto God. 

Verse 11 . 

We are to account ourselves dead to sin, that it has no more 
power over us, as sure as Christ died for sin, and lives with God. We 
also are called upon to live unto God. 

Verse 12 . 

The reign of sin describes sin as a ruler, or tyrant over men's 
thoughts and fleshly appetites, thereby controlling the body. We are 
not to allow this influence. He is to be resisted, never obeyed. 

Verse 13. 

It is not a sin to be tempted, but it is to give in to the 
temptation. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. The will of 
the Christian is stronger than the power of the evil one. Our wills 
have chosen to yield unto God, to forever be active in perfect 
safety. This describes the free will of man, therefore the sole 
responsibility is to make the choice. The Christian is free to serve 
our Creator, Savior, and Sustainer with his or her body and soul. We 
are to use all of our faculties to live unto God in righteousness, 
truth, purity, fellowship, and reaching out in loving care for 
others . 
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Verse 14 . 

This freedom from the power of sin is provided by the merciful 
and loving grace of God. The law and penalty of sin was fulfilled by 
the life and sacrifice of Jesus. God provides the power to conform to 
His will, through our journey in this earthly life, and then to be 
with Him for eternity. He will be there to help in every time of 
need . 

Verse 15 . 

Again, to say otherwise is wrong. We do not serve sin or the 
master thereof, but we serve righteousness and the Master thereof. To 
serve Christ is to receive joy and blessing. His only interest is our 
benefit. That cannot be said of the other 'master' - only the 
opposite . 

Verse 16. 

Paul lines it out so that no doubt or any shades of meaning can 
be introduced. Whoever you serve is clearly your master - sin unto 
death, or obedience to the calling of Christ, unto righteousness unto 
God. 

Verse 17 . 

In speaking now directly to the believers, he thanks God that 
they have made their choice. They were in the other camp, but 
followed from their hearts his teaching that they received. The word 
'form' indicates 'cast in a mold' of doctrine. They now had received 
and obeyed the Gospel. The mold is the image of God - righteousness, 
true holiness which was in this sense stamped in their souls. This by 
believing the Gospel, and receiving the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 18 . 

This has made them free from sin, as redeemed from the slavery 
of sin, to become servants of holiness. 

Verse 19. 

Paul here emphasizes that he is speaking in the common language, 
easy to understand. This was different from the complicated style of 
poets and philosophers. He is only going to figures of well-known 
things, nature, trades, everyday situations of life - all things 
related to the flesh. They have no experience concerning things of 
the spirit, of God, and of heaven. Servants to uncleanness describes 
their immersion in and bondage by sin as Gentiles were before their 
conversion to Christ. 

Now they are to turn their backs on the former, and yield their 
minds, bodies, and hearts to the opposite direction - unto holiness, 
those things pleasing unto God. 

Verse 2 0 . 

Human life has only these two choices. To serve both is 
impossible. Jesus said that we cannot serve God and mammon. The 
Creator God of Heaven and the living ruler of this world. To be free 
from righteousness means total corruption. 
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Verse 21 . 

Further proof of the total f ruitlessness of that life is shown 
in that the only result was the certainty of death. Now, looking back 
on those former deeds only brings shame. Whatever promise or pleasure 
those things appeared to offer, they could not deliver. The end 
results were destruction of body and soul unto death. 

Verse 22 . 

The other direction and choice - now free from the bondage of 
sin, to serve God. The manner and end of serving God was fruit unto 
holiness in mind and heart and soul, all bringing benefit and 
blessings to be shared and also bringing joy. The end of this new 
life is everlasting life. 

Verse 2 3 . 

No clearer or shorter way could this be expressed than in this 
verse. The two choices and the ends thereof. To serve sin earns 
death, everlasting damnation and separation from God. To accept the 
gift of God through Jesus Christ is eternal life with God. The 
resulting service to God brings the blessings, the fruit of the 
Spirit, and this continues unto eternal life with God. 

The ultimate question - 'How shall I escape if I neglect so 
great a salvation?' (Hebrews 2:3.) 

Next, Paul expounds on the law, related to and bounded by death, 
brings knowledge of sin, and the only deliverance is through Christ. 
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Romans 7:1-13. Law, Sin, Redemption. 
An Analogy from Marriage 

1 Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) 
how that the law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth? 

2 For the woman which hath a husband is bound by the law to her 
husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is 
loosed from the law of her husband. 

3 So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another 
man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, 
she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she 
be married to another man. 

4 f Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by 
the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him 
who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto 
God. 

5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were 
by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. 

6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein 
we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in 
the oldness of the letter. 

The Problem of Indwelling Sin 

7 f What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had 
not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the 
law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 

8 But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all 
manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead. 

9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment 
came, sin revived, and I died. 

10 And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be 
unto death. 

11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by 
it slew me. 

12 Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, 
and good. 

13 1 Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. 
But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which 
is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. 

Paul now specifically addresses the Jews, who might resist 
embracing the Gospel if they think it would mean they must renounce 
the law, and their allegiance to God. That the law couldn't justify 
them, he has amply proved in chapters 3, 4, and 5. In this chapter, 
he explains that the law could not sanctify them, but the power to do 
so can only be found by the grace of God through the Gospel of Jesus . 
Jesus, in fulfilling the Law, canceled its further enforcement. 

Verse 1 . 

Paul addresses those that know the law - the Jews. The law has 
influence over man as long as he is alive. Or, the law has influence 
as long as that law is enforced. 



43 

Lesson VIII continued 

Verse 2 . 

A familiar example - a married woman is legally bound to her 
husband as long as he lives. When he dies, she is free of that law to 
her husband. 

Verse 3 . 

Obviously, if her husband is alive and she marries another man, 
she is guilty of adultery. But if he is dead, she has no guilt if she 
marries another man. 

Verse 4 . 

Now think, with this example in mind. You were once under the 
law of Moses, bound to its stipulations. That law, which in this 
sense, was your husband, is dead. God has canceled its enforcement. 
This was God's design, that the coming of His messiah would fulfill 
the law and pay the price for man's freedom by His sacrifice. Now you 
are called to accept the Gospel. In this way, you are free to marry 
another, He Who is raised from the dead, 'As Christ is the end of the 
law for righteousness to every one that believeth.' (Romans 10:4.) 

In this way, God sets aside the law that condemns every 
transgressor to death. Christ made atonement for sin by His own 
death, which the sacrifices prescribed by the law represented. Now, 
as Christ is risen from the dead, this gives overpowering proof of 
His success. This is the eternal salvation now offered to mankind, to 
follow Christ unto resurrection unto The Father in heaven. Not only 
that, but our purpose through our earthly life is to be empowered to 
bring forth fruit unto God. Jews in Christ have received the gifts 
and graces of the Holy Spirit, which it would be impossible to 
produce on their own. This fruit points to what takes place in a 
happy marriage - fruit, meaning children. 

Verse 5. 

A description of 'when we were in the flesh.' We were trying to 
follow the law, practicing those rules of our religion. We, though 
knowing the law, were living according to natural passions of 
sinning. This being the constitution of our fallen nature. These 
propensities within our bodies and minds are stimulated by the world 
around us to easily act in their pursuit. The only fruit produced by 
these transgressions are unto death, both on earth and hereafter. The 
prohibitions of the law arouse in man the spirit and actions of 
rebellion. This leads to sin, by both acts of sin, and refusing to do 
one's duties and obligations. Sins of commission and omission. 

Verse 6. 

But now things are changed for those who have believed in Jesus 
Christ. We are no longer burdened by that yoke which provided no 
pardon and only led the transgressor to perdition. It had no path for 
the penitent. To the believer in Christ, we are no longer bound by 
that law and its penalty. Christ's salvation brings newness of spirit 
- even the spiritual intents, purposes, and promises in all the 
provisions of the Mosaic Law. They all referred to the Gospel and 
could only be fulfilled by Christ Jesus. 

The oldness of the letter - the rites, ceremonies, and 



44 

Lesson VIII continued 

sacrifices are now obsolete. The true intent and meaning are now 
fully disclosed in the Gospel. Now we serve God in the newness of the 
Spirit. We have been forgiven, and cleansed, and empowered to think 
and act according to the law of unselfish love, free from the bondage 
of our otherwise totally selfish nature. 

Verse 7 . 

Paul anticipates an objection - is the law then a bad thing? God 
forbid. The Law only reveals the nature of sin, it does not produce 
it. Think of it like a beam of sunlight coming into a room. It 
reveals millions of dust particles moving in the air. The light did 
not bring or produce these particles but only made them visible. Thus 
man's evil tendencies were there before the law but not enough light 
was there to clearly show it. Paul n ow identifies his own case and 
his personal experiences. By this means he is trying not to offend 
the Jews. At the same time he is including the Jews, for he was a 
Jew. The problem was that the corrupt hearts had chosen darkness and 
sin and judged what was right according to its own desires. Paul has 
already described some of these evil practices among the nations in 
his day. By the light of God's rules according to His own nature, the 
true nature of sin is clearly seen in its extremes. Paul mentions 
'Thou shalt not covet' as pointing beyond a sinful action to the 
inward tendency to lust after things as equally sinful. Thus the law 
revealed the natural and universal propensity of humankind to do what 
is unlawful. 

Verse 8 . 

He describes sin as a force that takes advantage of any 
opportunity (or occasion) to influence the individual to think, then 
act upon sinful desires of every kind. 

Paul seems to be describing his own experience before he had a 
proper knowledge and understanding of the law and its spiritual 
meaning. He felt evil desires but did not grasp that these thoughts 
were evil also. 

Verse 9. 

This is now a further explanation. As Abraham was alive without 
the law, so Paul had been. Then the law came (the commandment) . Once 
the law came, then sin became temptation, bringing with it the 
sentence of death. 

Sin is depicted in many Scriptures as the enemy seeking to 
destroy mind and soul, take control and condemn us to death. The 
first example in Scripture was in the beginning, the lies of satan 
tempting Adam and Eve, thus bringing upon them the penalty of death. 

Men were living before the law - the law was not there to 
condemn them. When the law came, it condemned them to death. Sin 
revived, leaving Paul no way to avoid the death penalty prescribed by 
the law. 

Verse 10 . 

The Law in general was ordained by God to show the way a 
righteous man was to live (Leviticus 18:5) but also that 
transgression led to death. It laid down the duty and the penalty, 
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without any remedy or strength to resist the pull of sinful thoughts 
and the resulting actions . 

Verse 11 . 

In this way, sin took advantage of the law, pressing the point 
that no man could keep the law. Therefore, everyone worked - in 
effect - only to be guilty and condemned to die. Sin had a better 
offer - to gratify the fleshly appetites, to be independent, 
successful, wealthy, popular, to be honored and influential. Using 
the word 'deceived' alludes to Eve's description of the serpent's 
words . 

The actual result of following this deceit was certain death, 
and misery during the rest of earthly life. The word 'slew' also 
signifies 'to make wretched', a living death. 

Verse 12 . 

The law was not given to save man from sin. It was proper and 
perfect as rules to live by - it was holy, just, and good. It was 
given by the holy, just, and good Creator. It includes the letter of 
the law and also the spirit of the law, not only actions, but also 
the intentions of the heart. It was God's blueprint for man's earthly 
life that would make a clear path of peace, happiness, and great 
blessings. It was also designed to show the true nature of sin, its 
false promises and destructive consequences. Without the law, man 
would hardly be able to accurately understand the true consequences 
of sin. Therefore, not seeing the absolute necessity of repentance. 
But also, it would be impossible for man to recognize the absolute 
necessity and nature of Christ's sacrificial death for man's sin. 
Through the light of the Holy Spirit this is revealed within a 
person's spirit. 

The law must still be taught to awaken sinners to their true 
plight. Every sinner is under the Law of God, therefore under the 
curse. This clearly shows the absolute necessity for a Savior as the 
only refuge and hope. 'Jesus Christ is the end of the law for 
justification to them that believe.' (Romans 10:4.) 

Next: the rest of this chapter breaks down the struggle of 
carnal and spiritual. It describes this as personal experience. 
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Romans 7:14-25. The Struggle of Carnal and Spiritual. 

14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold 
under sin. 

15 For that which I do, I allow not: for what I would, that do I 
not; but what I hate, that do I. 

16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that 
it is good. 

17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in 
me . 

18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good 
thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which 
is good I find not. 

19 For the good that I would, I do not: but the evil which I would 
not, that I do. 

20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but 
sin that dwelleth in me. 

21 1 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present 
with me. 

22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 

23 but I see another law in my members, warring against the law of 
my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in 
my members . 

24 0 wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death? 

25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind 
I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. 

Verse 14 . 

To describe the law as spiritual, goes beyond rites and 
ceremonies, and guidelines of morality to the inner part of man - the 
heart and soul. It includes the thoughts, desires, and temptations 
and declares them as sin, contrary to God's eternal truth and nature. 
It includes no hope of reprieve or pardon. This provides the 
knowledge of man's sinful condition. The Gospel provides the cure. 

When he describes himself as carnal, sold under sin, he means 
his condition before his conversion. This expression is the strongest 
one used in the Scriptures to describe the full extent of the 
depravity of fallen humanity. It implies willing slavery without the 
power to disobey its rule. In Roman times, slavery was a common 
practice. Sin is described as a person having the mastery over his 
legal slave (bondage to sin) . Christ came to change this. 'Whom the 
Son maketh free, they are free indeed.' (John 8:36.) 'For the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of 
sin and death.' (Romans 8:2.) For a slave to be released required 
redemption which he could not provide for himself. 

Verse 15 . 

Paul describes the perpetual employment of a slave, at the same 
time recognizing that it is all at another's bidding. It is not by 
his own choosing. He does not choose. The Jew, knowing the law, knows 
what is good and right but has no power or means to live by it. There 
were also Gentiles that recognized the principles of a higher moral 
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calling, that contrasted with their inability to act upon it. They 
describe the same temptations and passions, and their inability to 
resist them. 

Verse 16. 

Paul admits doing what the law condemns, but he also shows that 
the law is good. 

Verse 17 . 

The principle of sin is dominating over the part of man that has 
reason and conscience. This is inbred and indwelling sin (seed of the 
serpent) . 

Verse 18 . 

By experience, the natural man has no ability to overcoming the 
sinful, self -centered fleshly appetites. At the same time, even the 
most unconcerned about spiritual matters have some understanding, a 
sense of justice, reason, and will. The will seems to be connected to 
conscience but is overpowered by our fallen nature. 

Verse 19. 

To put it more simply, the good that is recognized, the will 
cannot perform, but performs the evil. 

Verse 2 0 . 

My will, my reason and conscience recognize the difference 
between right and wrong. But the principle of sin, which controls 
worldly appetites and passions, still dominates. 

Verse 21 . 

Paul now identifies this situation as a law of nature both 
observed, and personally experienced. The will to do good and the 
opposing principle of sin. Sin is the more powerful influence over 
man's thoughts and actions. 

Verse 22 . 

Every Jew or Gentile that accepts the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament as God's revelation to man must acknowledge the righteous, 
pure character of its requirements. This Paul describes as the inward 
man that recognizes 'God's Law' as good. 

Verse 23 . 

In this verse, Paul describes the law of his mind. The other law 
is of his members, the power of sinful passions, that given into 
repeatedly, become forceful habits. The description of captivity 
describes a complete and final victory by sin. Man's conscience and 
reason have been defeated, taken over, and are now enslaved. This is 
the same terminology that Jesus used to describe the fate of the 
Jewish nation - that 'they shall be led away captives into all the 
nations.' (Luke 21:24.) 

Verse 2 4 . 

Now in the worst possible condition, a prisoner, and wounded. 
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All that is left is to die a bitter, painful, and miserable death. 
The question is, who could could possibly deliver him from this? 

Verse 25 . 

The answer to this question of someone in complete despair: the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is the only way, the only remedy 
of any living soul, Jew or Gentile, the salvation offered in the 
Gospel of Christ. 

Now, to the conclusion of this line of thinking - the extent of 
the power of sin in the carnal man, the complete inability of all 
human efforts or schemes or legal observances to pardon sin and get 
rid of the corruption of the heart. This puts a person in the 
position of two opposing forces within - one agreeing and desiring to 
follow the law of God. The other, desiring to follow his fleshly 
appetites. The law of his members will fight against his mind to rule 
his life. This will continue to keep him a captive of sin and death. 
The only end to this conflict is the Gospel of Christ. 

Next, in Chapter 8, Paul explains the new wonderful situation of 
the believer in Christ. 

Romans 8:1-11. 

Life in the Spirit 

1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death. 

3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the 
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 

4 that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the 
flesh; but they that are after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 

6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded 
is life and peace. 

7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 

8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9 1 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that 
the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his. 

10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but 
the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 

11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead 
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also 
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

In the previous verses - in chapter 7 - Paul described the 
plight of the penitent Jew, who looked for pardon and holiness from 
the law which he had no power to fulfill. This led him to the edge of 
despair, giving up all hope. But now, he thanks God for the greatest 
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gift of salvation. He must expound the greatness and manifold 
blessing it brings. 

Verse 1 . 

He describes the joyful moving from darkness into the brightest 
and warmest, life giving light. There is no more condemnation for 
those in Christ Jesus ! The benefits of the Gospel include the 
goodness and indwelling power of the Holy Spirit. We have not only 
forgiveness and pardon, but through the Spirit the power to walk in 
newness of freedom from the former power of the flesh. We now walk 
after the Spirit. 

Verse 2 . 

The Gospel brings a law or rule of life and the energy that 
removes guilt from the conscience, breaks the hold of sin, and 
cleanses the heart from that evil influence. The law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus frees one from that law of sin and death. The 
two conditions Paul describes cannot coexist in one person at the 
same time. You cannot serve God and mammon. 

Verse 3 . 

The Mosaic law could not pardon sin, nor empower anyone to 
fulfill it. It is the rule of righteousness, and must at the same 
time, condemn any breaking of that law. Because it did not provide a 
way of perfect obedience, the power of the flesh held sway. 

What God then provided through sending His Son in the likeness 
of sinful flesh was to purchase pardon for sinners. In Him dwelt the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily. He took upon Him a human body like all 
others, but without sin. His sacrifice for sin condemned sin in the 
flesh. This was to execute and destroy its power and guilt within the 
soul of a believer. 

Verse 4 . 

This gift to us enables us to walk in newness of life - now to 
love God and love our neighbor as ourselves. The law (its whole 
design and purpose) is fulfilled in each believer through the 
strength of the Spirit of Christ. This is the opposite to the 
weakness of the law through the flesh. 

Verse 5. 

Those that aren't genuine Christians are under the power of the 
flesh and only desire the present worldly things. They have no 
interest or understanding of spiritual and eternal things . 

But those that have been born again of the Holy Spirit are 
redeemed from the power and influence of the carnal nature. They are 
guided by the Spirit through this worldly life, reaching out and 
thinking of those things spiritual and eternal. The outward measure 
of the real Christian is observed by the focus of their life. If one 
lives for the values of this world, they are still under the 
influence of the flesh. If one is living by the values of God's 
Spirit, they are under the influence of the Spirit, and the world to 
come . 
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Verse 6. 

To put it in the simplest terms - the carnal mind is death, 
while the spiritual mind is life and peace unto eternity with God. 

Verse 7 . 

The carnal mind is in rebellion against God, and opposes His 
pure and holy Law. 

Verse 8 . 

Therefore, they have no desire but to please themselves. 
Verse 9. 

Now to the Christian. You have turned from the flesh, you have 
believed in Christ Jesus, have been forgiven, and are now in the 
Spirit, that enables you to live in the new way unto God. 

If one does not have the Spirit of Christ within, then he does 
not belong to the family of God. Each believer has the mind of 
Christ, brought by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 10 . 

The Christian's body will suffer death because of sin. Yet, 
because their souls have been quickened by the indwelling of the 
Spirit of Christ, have complete assurance that their body shall be 
raised again unto eternal life, even as Christ was raised. 

Verse 11 . 

This verse confirms the meaning of the previous verse. The one 
who receives by grace the Spirit of Christ, to live under its 
influence a life of obedience unto righteousness, will also 
experience the resurrection to life eternal. Christ's resurrection is 
the pattern. 

Next, Paul draws together his general conclusion, of both Jew 
and Gentile on this central point. 
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Romans 8:12-31. General Conclusions. 

12 f Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
after the flesh. 

13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through 
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons 
of God. 

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; 
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father . 

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are 
the children of God: 

17 and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Christ, if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also 
glorified together. 

18 1 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us . 

19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the 
manifestation of the sons of God. 

20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but 
by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope; 

21 because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. 

22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in 
pain together until now. 

23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 

24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for 
what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? 

25 But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience 
wait for it. 

26 1 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know 
not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh 
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 

27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to 
the will of God. 

More than Conguerors 

28 1 And we know that all things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren . 

30 Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and 
whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them 
he also glorified. 

31 1 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who 
can be against us? 
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Verse 12 . 

Paul draws together all he has written about Jews and Gentiles 
separately about spiritual and carnal life. Now he addresses both 
together concluding all his statements on this subject. Beginning in 
this verse, he continues to the end of this chapter. 

'Therefore brethren', he is addressing born again believers. The 
thought he continues in verse 13. As believers, you are no longer to 
live after the flesh, to inherit death. If you have chosen the other 
path through God's Spirit and the Gospel of Christ, you can resist 
the 'deeds of the body' with the spiritual help of faith and the 
power of the Spirit, then eternal life is your inheritance. 

Verse 14 . 

Jesus, by His sacrificial offering, opened the way to God's 
kingdom to all that believe in Him. The Spirit of God is the great 
guide and with power to enlighten, inspire, strengthen, and show the 
way through this life on the path to heaven. These are the children 
of God. 

Verse 15 . 

This is not the spirit of bondage as under the law with all its 
rites and ceremonies, with the fear of transgression from that 
bondage, now having received the Spirit of adoption, into the family 
of God. This same Holy Spirit continues to witness to you the grace 
you have received, which also makes you able to call God your Father, 
with full confidence and affection. 

Verse 16. 

The knowledge of this adoption cannot be given by any merely 
human means. It must come from God Himself, therefore His Holy Spirit 
that delivers the message directly to the spirit of the believer. The 
understanding of the mind is the window to bring light to the spirit 
of man. The believer has the Word and Holy Spirit as abiding 
testimony that as His children, we are to walk with our Heavenly 
Father henceforth and forever. 

Verse 17 . 

If legitimate children, then also legitimate heirs of the 
Father's estate. We are not to inherit property, either earth or 
heaven, but we are joint heirs with Christ, inheriting eternal glory 
with the glorified human nature of His resurrection, and joint 
partakers of all that God is. This is beyond our power of conception 
or imagination, but just as certain as every promise and prophecy of 
God given to man as recorded in His Holy Word. 

Paul here introduces the other consideration of being like 
Christ in His suffering. To be like Christ in this world, as 
testified to in the Gospel record, will bring affliction and enmity 
from the world. This is also necessary and certain as the glorious 
inheritance . 

Verse 18 . 

These earthly sufferings are not even enough to rightly compare 
to the glory of eternity. They are but moments - eternity is 
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everlasting . 

Verse 19. 

The word 'creature' in the Greek can extend as 'creation'. Some 
scholars suggest that the whole creation expectantly waits for the 
eternal state, to be revealed at the time that Christians are 
welcomed into glory. 

Verse 2 0 . 

It has been suggested that here Paul is referring back to the 
origin of Gentilism - the confusion of languages after the attempt to 
build the tower of Babel. This was built in pursuit of idolatry, 
sinning against God. God's punishment was to subject them to vanity, 
unwillingly. From this time, the world was under heathenism until the 
Gospel was manifested. God did this with the design of ultimate 
deliverance, therefore in hope. Some have suggested that the whole 
creation is included with the ultimate restoration of all things. 

Verse 21 . 

This verse continues the thought of verse 20. The Gentile world 
shall, in time, be delivered from the bondage of their sinful 
corruption, and be brought into the noble liberty of the children of 
God. 

Verse 22 . 

Paul now points at the entire fabric of the material world 
groaning in agony and pain. Everything breaks down and wears out, 
becomes less. 

Verse 23 . 

To sum up - the whole creation is in suffering, which was begun 
as the result of Adam's sin. It was made subject to vanity - here 
meaning pain, sickness, and death. God had a purpose, a plan for 
deliverance, and placed in every heart a hope, an expectation of a 
better way. The great deliverer is the Messiah, and through His 
Gospel it is offered to all. Paul includes Gentiles and 'we 
ourselves' as the Jews also are freed from bondage, now having the 
first fruits of the Spirit. The future holds the great redemption 
even from corruption of the earthly body unto the heavenly state. 
What was started by the Spirit of God here and now only begins our 
adoption, the ultimate destination and condition will be eternal. 

Every hope that anyone has is inspired by God - this is to 
support them through the trials of life. The ultimate hope that God 
provided was in sending His Son to redeem mankind. 

Verse 2 4 . 

To be saved by hope means supported by and content in the 
expectation of God's good will towards us, and help through all 
troubles and trials of this life, and the final resurrection unto 
glory . 

The word 'hope' only describes what is not presently in 
possession, therefore not in sight. 
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Verse 25. 

The proper attitude concerning our hope, it is necessarily 
future, we are to wait with patience. Faithful is He Who promised. 
The gifts of faith and hope are both necessities to the Christian. 

Verse 26. 

The same Holy Spirit supports and strengthens our weakness when 
we pray. We must put forth what strength we have, even while 
depending on God's strength. Without the help of the Spirit, our 
prayers would be liable to endless errors. The Spirit inspires 
suitable desires. Jesus promised in John 16:13,14 - 'Howbeit when he, 
the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for 
he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak: and he will show you things to come. He shall glorify 
me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you.' 

John 14:16,17,26. 

16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 

17 even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because 
it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 

26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things 
to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 

John 15:26,27. 

26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the 
Father, he shall testify of me: 

27 and ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me 
from the beginning. 

John 16:7. 

7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that 
I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto 
you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 

Verse 2 7 . 

Only God can search the heart and observes the working of the 
Spirit to intercede or negotiate for the person. Jesus also as our 
friend and Savior intercedes for us. The Spirit directs and guides 
our prayers to be according to God's will. The Spirit communicates to 
God not only in words, but even those things that cannot be expressed 
in words, but in groans, sighs or tears. This also shows that the 
sincerity and power of a prayer doesn't relate to how eloquently it 
was spoken, or by big words or length. God hears the innermost 
expression of the heart through the indwelling Spirit. He answers 
those even unspoken prayers according to His will. 
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Verse 2 8 . 

To correctly understand this verse, several things need to be 
pointed out. First, the people that this applies to, are those who 
love God, who live in the spirit of obedience. Second, the verbs are 
in the present tense - not future. All things work now in behalf of 
those who love. Third, all these things work together . God's will and 
His Spirit are working together. Whatever troubles or afflictions or 
persecutions come into a person's life, God uses them for the general 
benefit of that person who is living by faith, and guided by the 
indwelling Spirit. The life of Paul himself testifies to this. 

'Those who are called' uses the sense of being invited as 
guests, welcomed to a feast. These are made welcome to the blessings 
of the New Testament. This is true of all Christians. 

Verse 29. 

This and the following verse explain how God planned our 
complete salvation, from the beginning to the end. There are several 
steps showing God's wisdom and blessing. The foreknowledge is the 
first design and forming of the plan - to freely give the favor and 
privilege of being God's people. This took place before the world 
began (see II Timothy 1:9) . 

The second step is our conformity to the Son of God in eternal 
glory. He determined, pre-destinated, fore-ordained, His great 
purpose. The calling was to include both Jew and Gentile, as was 
God's plan from the beginning. The rest of our earthly lives, God 
works in us to help us conform to the image of His Son. This carries 
by the Gospel to the obtaining of the eternal glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ (see II Thessalonians 2:14) . This proves that for us, all 
things work together for our good, and it proves that we are intended 
for eternal glory. The next verse elaborates on the last point. 

The first born of many brethren. Jesus is the leader, the chief 
of all the redeemed. His human nature is the first fruit of the 
resurrection from the dead unto eternal glory. 

Verse 30. 

To put it all together - God has now accomplished this by the 
spreading of the Gospel among Jews and Gentiles. His plan for man's 
redemption had been completed by Jesus on the cross. It was offered, 
people responded, God justified them, He pardoned the sins of those 
that repented, and through sincere faith accepted His Son as their 
Savior. They also are glorified - while on earth with honor and 
dignity and privileges as His children. When they die, their spirit 
enters the glory of His kingdom in heaven with Christ, awaiting the 
redemption of the body at the rapture. In more theological terms - 
justification is the foundation. Sanctif ication is the process of 
maturation, also conforming to the image of His Son. The 
glorification begins on earth by gifts, graces, innumerable blessings 
and privileges, then is perfected unto eternity. 

Verse 31 . 

This is the powerful conclusion of all the previous discourse. 
God has done, is doing, and is planning to do all these glorious 
things for us. He planned; He brought to pass; He is presently at 
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work for and in us; His plan continues into eternity. Who can 
interfere? Who has been able to prevent any of His planning? There 
may be some irritations, tribulation, but there is no stopping. God 
will bring us through. He will complete His plan and as we are a part 
of that plan we can be secure in knowing that there is no power on 
earth or anywhere that can prevent His will from being carried out. 
Period. Amen. 



Next, the closing of the chapter - more evidence of the above 
stated certainties . 
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Romans 8:32-39. More Evidence of the Certainty of God's Plan 
Being Carried Out. 

32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 

33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God 
that justifieth. 

34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us. 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? 

36 As it is written, 

For thy sake we are killed all the day long; 
we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us . 

38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, 

39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Verse 32 . 

He Who is infinitely wise, powerful, and good, has planned for 
us, to protect us, and to save us. Can we measure His love for us, in 
His delivering up His own Son unto death for us all? Will He then 
withhold any other blessing from us? No, He will freely give us all 
things. Christ made the way for God to give every blessing that the 
soul of man has need of. 

Verse 33. 

These next 3 verses pose a string of questions to show how safe 
believers are in God's grace. Paul states that if neither God nor 
Christ would bring any charge against them who love Him, there is no 
one else that could. God is the only one that has the right, but 
through Christ, it is He that has justified them, He has freely 
forgiven their transgressions. 

Verse 3 4 . 

Christ died, but even more, He has risen unto the right hand of 
God, and intercedes for us. Christ is managing all the concerns of 
His Church, which includes every individual. 

Verse 35. 

Who or what can separate the faithful followers of God and His 
Son, from that love, with which God and His Son first loved them? 
God's love for us is so certain that there is no possibility of 
change. What God provides us with in adoption and blessing furnishes 
us with strength to persevere. Persecutions, tribulations, all kinds 
of distress cannot destroy this. Paul's list covers nearly all 
possible deprivations, and even death (by the sword, the common 
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method of mete-ing out of a death sentence), as was Paul's fate. 
Verse 36. 

This is only what the Old Testament writers described as how the 
wicked worldly powers would always persecute, oppress, and kill the 
true followers of God. This comes from Psalms 44:22, which describes 
believers as sheep accounted for slaughter. 

22 Yea, for thy sake are we killed all the day long; we are counted 
as sheep for the slaughter. 

Verse 3 7 . 

Psalms 44:17-21 also records - 

17 All this is come upon us; yet have we not forgotten thee, 
neither have we dealt falsely in thy covenant. 

18 Our heart is not turned back, neither have our steps declined 
from thy way; 

19 though thou hast sore broken us in the place of dragons, and 
covered us with the shadow of death. 

20 If we have forgotten the name of our God, or stretched out our 
hands to a strange god; 

21 shall not God search this out? For he knoweth the secrets of the 
heart . 

But even in all these things, we are more than conquerors. He 
Who promised is faithful, to support and carry us through perils, 
sin, and death, unto triumph and eternal life with Him. 

Verse 38. 

Paul gives his personal experience, all that he has learned in 
his life as Christ's Apostle. This brought him to this forceful 
statement of his total conviction of the true measure of God's love, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. And compared to our lives, 
certainly his experience ran the gamut of trials, perils, 
persecution, shipwrecks, illness, pain, and suffering. Not one of any 
of these, nor any other, whether seen or unseen, past, present, or 
future, whatever we have to endure, whatever we may suffer in the 
future . 

Verse 39. 

Even if we have great honor, or destitution, even of any other 
possible thing that could be thought of - nothing on earth can 
separate us from the love of God which He provides for us in Christ. 

Paul expresses complete confidence, boldly and reasonably. His 
reasons are laid out logically and his conclusion is therefore very 
direct, natural, forceful, and correct. 

The church that Christ founded has been through centuries of 
persecution, and yet it has spread and grown. What Jesus does for His 
Church, He also does for each individual member of His body, the 
Church . 
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Romans 9:1-16. Paul's Sorrow for the Unbelief and Stubbornness 
of the Jews. Also, God's Plan Explained. 

God's Election of Israel 

1 I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing 
me witness in the Holy Ghost, 

2 that I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. 

3 For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my 
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: 

4 who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the 
glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service 
of God, and the promises; 

5 whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh 
Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen. 

6 1 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they 
are not all Israel, which are of Israel: 

7 neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all 
children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. 

8 That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not 
the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for 
the seed. 

9 For this is the word of promise, At this time will I come, and 
Sarah shall have a son. 

10 And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, 
even by our father Isaac, 

11 (for the children being not yet born, neither having done any 
good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might 
stand, not of works, but of him that calleth; ) 

12 it was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 

13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 

14 f What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God 
forbid . 

15 For he saith to Moses, 

I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, 

and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 

16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, 
but of God that showeth mercy. 

Verses 1,2. 

By this time, Paul has seen that the large majority of the Jews 
had now rejected Christ and His Good News. He also became aware that 
God was about to reject their nation, destroy their temple, and 
disperse them in all directions. They would be reduced to the level 
of the heathen nations . 

He has great sorrow for the unbelief and the stubbornness of the 
Jews. He expresses this, and then enumerates the great advantage they 
have had from their beginning with Abraham. 

He begins by swearing an oath appealing to Christ as the 
searcher of hearts that he tells the truth. His conscience was clear, 
and the Holy Spirit bore him testimony of this truth. Paul had been 
called to preach the Gospel, to the Jew first, then to the Gentiles. 
Even though God now rejected them for rejection of Christ and His 
Gospel. Also, his having been persecuted by them, none of these 
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gratifying to him. He continued to be in heavy sorrow and distress 
over this . 

Verse 3 . 

In other words, he found no pleasure in the rejection of the 
Jewish nation, but it gives him continual distress. He wished that he 
would take exclusion from Christ's Church or even die if that would 
keep his fellow Jews within God's favor. He would gladly give up 
everything for their benefit. 

Verse 4 . 

The Israelites are the descendants of Jacob, highly favored of 
God, who renamed him Israel, which means prince of God (Genesis 
32:28) . 'Israelites', the name, implied great dignity, a royal 
nation, family of the most high God. They were brought into this 
relationship through the covenant God made with them at Horeb (Exodus 
4:22) . The glory, the cloud, the pillar, and the Shekinah - or Divine 
presence over the mercy-seat of the Ark of the Covenant. The 
Covenants included those made with Abraham, relating to the spiritual 
seed, and separately to his natural descendants (Galatians 3:16,17) . 
These were renewed by Moses in Deuteronomy 29:1. 

The giving of the law of God, by God, was unique to the Jews . 
Also, the services, the detailed ordinances, rites, and ceremonies of 
religious worship, and especially the sacrificial system, which 
emphasized the sin of all men and its penalty, and the holiness of 
God. 

The promises concerned the land of Canaan, and the blessings of 
the Messiah and His kingdom. These had been often reaffirmed to the 
patriarchs and the prophets . 

Verse 5 . 

The fathers, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, the 12 brothers, 
then Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, Solomon and so on, from whom the 
Jewish people descended. And now, as concerning the flesh, these 
illustrious and legendary people are become more renowned as fore- 
bearers of the human nature of God's promised Messiah, the Christ. 
But this Messiah is more than any man, He is also 'overall' creation. 
Paul points to the twofold nature of our Lord - His eternal Godhead, 
and His humanity. 

A detailed description is found in Colossians 1:16,17. 

16 for by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that 
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by 
him, and for him: 

17 and he is before all things, and by him all things consist: 
Verse 6. 

Some Jews may make the argument that the Word of God to Abraham 
is made of none effect if they don't remain the only true following 
or church. Thus, this Christian faith cannot be in God's plan. To 
this argument, Paul has already very well laid it out that Abraham 
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fathered many nations, and that his seed includes all those that 
follow in the faith of Abraham. Thus, Gentiles were included in the 
covenant as well as the Jews, and also had the right to the blessings 
of God's kingdom. 

Verses 7,8. 

They also must not draw the conclusion that being natural 
descendants of Abraham, all of them with no exceptions, have that 
right. Abraham had other children, including Ishmael, born before 
Isaac. 'But in Isaac, shall thy seed be called.' No design, act or 
desire of man decided who the people of God would be - not by 
descent, not by circumcision, not by a man's desire. It was and is 
God's choice according to His plan and promise alone. They are the 
seed with whom the covenant was established. 

Verse 9. 

It was God's promise, to provide a son which only He could bring 
to pass to this old couple, the son of promise. 

Verse 10 . 

Then Rebecca conceived by Isaac. 
Verse 11 . 

God informed her of the two nations that would come from the 
twin boys in her womb. Not yet being born, they had done nothing to 
merit God's blessing or curse. God's purpose was His election, not of 
merit or works . 

Verses 12,13. 

Malachi wrote - 'Jacob have I loved, and Esau have I hated.' The 
elder shall serve the younger. These prove the purpose of God in 
their posterity, not in their individual lives. God chose Jacob's 
line, though they in their history were no more deserving in their 
actions . 

Verse 14 . 

What conclusion must we come to with these facts before us? Do 
we suggest that God is wrong in giving unique privileges to those 
that are otherwise in equal circumstances? By no means. Whatever God 
does is right. He dispenses His blessings on whom an on what terms He 
pleases . 

Verse 15. 

Paul here quotes Exodus 33:19 - what God says to Moses - 'I will 
have mercy on whom I will have mercy' and so forth. These things were 
said to Moses after the Jews had chosen idolatry. God's benefits and 
blessings are only from His own good will. No people, much less a 
rebellious people, challenge them as their just due. It was, is, and 
ever shall be God's own sovereign grace to show mercy and compassion. 
This He has fully declared in His everlasting Gospel. He that 
believeth the Son shall be saved; he that believeth not the Son shall 
be damned. 
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Verse 16. 

All these instances show that God's blessings flow from His own 
choice and determination, and His good pleasure - and not ever on the 
works, desire, or will of anyone, not their pride or wisdom, or self 
righteousness or any other virtue. This was carried out even in the 
face of apostasy and rebellion, and stubbornness. God continued His 
plan and purpose, His promises, His mercy. 

Next, Paul continues to the end of this chapter to explain this 
relationship, giving instances and examples. The Prophet and the 
Potter . 
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Romans 9:17-33. The Potter and the Clay. 

17 For the Scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose 
have I raised thee up, that I might show my power in thee, and that 
my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 

18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he 
will he hardeneth. 

19 1 Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For 
who hath resisted his will? 

20 Nay but, 0 man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall 
the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me 
thus? 

21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to 
make one vessel unto honor, and another unto dishonor? 

22 What if God, willing to show his wrath, and to make his power 
known, endured with much long-suffering the vessels of wrath fitted 
to destruction: 

23 and that he might make known the riches of his glory on the 
vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory, 

24 even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of 
the Gentiles? 

25 As he saith also in Hose 'a, I will call them my people, which 
were not my people; and her beloved, which was not beloved. 

26 And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said 
unto them, Ye are not my people; there shall they be called the 
children of the living God. 

27 Isaiah also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the 
children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be 
saved : 

28 for he will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness: 
because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth. 

29 And as Isaiah said before, Except the Lord of Sab'a-oth had left 
us a seed, we had been as Sodom, and been made like unto Gomor'rah. 

Righteousness Based on Faith 

30 1 What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not 
after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the 
righteousness which is of faith. 

31 But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath 
not attained to the law of righteousness. 

32 Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were 
by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; 

33 as it is written, Behold, I lay in Zion a stumblingstone and 
rock of offense: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 

Verse 17 . 

Paul continues his case - showing God's sovereignty over His 
creation. Here we see this purpose for the great Pharaoh of Egypt, 
whose slaves were the Israelites. God had smitten him and his people 
with all the plagues and pestilence, but did not destroy them - but 
instead brought them through for a longer purpose - to demonstrate 
God's complete control, and final power. This was done openly, before 
all men, that they would learn of God as the righteous Judge of all 
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creation, and the avenger of wickedness. 
Verse 18 . 

This summarizes and concludes all the previous examples and 
facts. According to His own will and wisdom in perfect righteousness, 
God bestows mercy. At the same time, He allows another group to go on 
in their abuse of His goodness and patience, hardening themselves in 
their sins, until He brings upon them a most just and appropriate 
punishment. Even this can be prevented if any repent and turn to God 
through the Messiah, Jesus. 

Verse 19. 

We hear again from the Jew, making an objection. The question - 
if God's glory is so strongly shown by our stubbornness, and He 
allows us to continue in hardness and infidelity, why would He look 
down on us or punish us? 

Verse 2 0 . 

Any human is weak, ignorant, and sinful. Who are you to talk 
back to the infinitely good and righteous God. After you have abused 
His grace, transgressed His laws, you now without reason find fault 
with His dispensations. As the thing formed by Him, now corrupted by 
your own actions, you pretend to correct your wise and gracious 
Creator, with the question 'Why hast though made me thus?' 

Verse 21 . 

Paul calls to mind the parable of the potter, found in Jeremiah 
18:1. God may justly dispose of nations, particularly the Jews, 
according to His just judgment, even as the potter has the right and 
power over the clay to make one vessel more honorable, another less 
so. 'Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine 
hand, 0 house of Israel. ' ' . . .if it do evil in my sight, that it obey 
not my voice, then I will repent of the good wherewith I said I would 
benefit them. ' 

Verse 22 . 

Paul refers back to Pharaoh and the Egyptians - vessels of 
wrath, deeply guilty before God. They had refused His warnings, 
obstinately rebelling, earning for themselves God's wrath and 
destruction. The Jews of Paul's time had in similar ways sinned 
against God. They were abusing God's plan for their salvation. This 
could and would lead to their destruction as a nation. 

Verses 23,24. 

God also endured that same period of time, 'and that he might 
make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he 
had afore prepared unto glory, even us, whom he hath called, not of 
the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?' 

The Jewish nation was the origin of the Messiah and the first 
preachers of His Gospel. From Jerusalem, this Gospel would go forth 
into all the nations. The Jewish nation was preserved until this 
spreading had reached out and became deeply rooted in the Gentile 
world. But the majority of that generation of the Jewish nation 
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rejected, contradicted, and blasphemed the Lord, and those that 
followed Him. They also rejected any Gentiles as not worthy of any 
favor from God, period. 

Verse 25 . 

To prove his point from the Old Testament, Paul here quotes 
Hosea 2:23 - 'I will have mercy on her that had not obtained mercy; 
and I will say to them which were not my people, Thou art my people. ' 

The calling of the Gentiles was always within God's divine plan 
and purpose, which He had revealed to the prophets - for the Jews to 
oppose the calling of the Gentiles, they were in effect renouncing 
their own recognized prophets, and God, Who spoke through them. 

Verse 26. 

This quote is from Hosea 1:10. Paul explains this as when God 
rejected the 10 tribes - the kingdom of Israel (leaving the southern 
kingdom of Judea) , decreased the number of His people (the Old 
Testament church) . But that is not the end of the story - this would 
be changed by what will much later come to pass, when the Gentile 
world will be called into His New Testament Church, and be called the 
children of the living God. 

Verse 2 7 . 

Further proof from Isaiah 10:22,23. Though the number of the 
children of Israel be as the sand of the sea (as the promise to 
Abraham) , only a remnant will be saved. 

Verse 2 8 . 

As the end of a judicial proceeding, these words describe the 
Lord having tried and found them guilty. He will quickly execute upon 
them the punishment due to their transgressions. 

Verse 29. 

Paul now refers to Isaiah 1:9 - 'Except the Lord of hosts had 
left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and 
we should have been like unto Gomorrah.' What God was about to bring 
about with the Jewish nation, because of their obstinacy and 
rebellion, is similar to what He did to Sodom and Gomorrah - they 
were destroyed. Also in that case a remnant, or a seed of the godly, 
were not destroyed. Therefore the Gentiles are called, not on 

any account of their worthiness or obedience, but only by the pure 
grace and mercy of God, received by their faith in Christ. 

Verse 31 . 

But Israel supposed that by following the law, they could earn 
the blessings of God's kingdom. However, they were unable to perform 
perfect righteousness, which the law required. 

Verse 32 . 

Their mistake was not understanding God's plan of salvation 
through faith as Abraham had professed long before the Law of Moses. 
They depended on their own works. Now they are offended and refuse to 
accept God's offer. The Gospel is a stumbling stone to them. 
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Verse 33. 

More references to Isaiah - 8:14; 28:16. 

8:14 And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of 

stumbling and for a rock of offense to both the houses of Israel, for 
a sign and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

28:16 therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion 

for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a 
sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 

The Jews look for a mighty worldly prince, who will set up a 
mighty worldly kingdom. Instead, He shall be a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief. He will redeem, not by sword or worldly power, 
but by His rejection, passion, and death. They will be offended; they 
will reject Him. 

Those that believe on Him shall experience no confusion or 
disappointment but shall find salvation, the remission of sins on 
earth, and glory in eternity. 

Romans 10:1-11. 

1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, 
that they might be saved. 

2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not 
according to knowledge. 

3 For they, being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about 
to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves 
unto the righteousness of God. 

4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth. 

5 1 For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, 
That the man which doeth those things shall live by them. 

6 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, 
Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to 
bring Christ down from above:) 

7 or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up 
Christ again from the dead.) 

8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and 
in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 

9 that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved. 

10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

11 For the Scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be 
ashamed . 

Even though Paul has sincerely expressed his heartfelt desire 
for the salvation of the Jews, even wishing that his sacrifice could 
bring it about (chapter 9) , he now expresses the situation - God is 
still giving them a period of time when His salvation will be offered 
and open to them. So Paul will again put forth his best argument and 
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proof that it is the most important decision they can ever make, and 
they must solemnly consider it, and choose faith in their true 
Messiah . 

Verse 1 . 

Paul again expresses his heart's desire. 
Verse 2 . 

He bears witness to their zeal for God, but their understanding 
is incorrect. 

Verse 3 . 

They have misunderstood - God's standard of righteousness is 
based on His perfect righteousness. They have wrongly worked for 
their own righteousness, as if they could please God. They did not 
see that the law and all the rites and sacrifices only pointed to the 
true righteousness that God could and did provide through Christ. 

Verse 4 . 

And that righteousness was fulfilled and then provided to every 
one that believes in Christ Jesus. 

Verse 5 . 

The law was the schoolmaster to prepare for and lead to Christ. 
Christ was the atoning sacrifice for sin which was the grand and 
final object of the entire sacrificial system of the Mosaic Code. 

Deuteronomy 27:26 - 'Cursed is every one who continueth not in 
all the things that are written in the book of the law, to do them. ' 
No man could do, much less claim, that he had lived without sin. 

Verses 6,7. 

The righteousness which is of faith is provided by the value of 
Christ's passion and death. No human observance of the law can bring 
Christ down from heaven. Nor can anyone, by their own efforts, bring 
Christ up from the dead once brought down and sacrificed and buried. 

To put it another way - those who do not accept Christ by faith 
must be looking for some other Messiah who will come down from heaven 
with a different kind of salvation. Or, if they don't believe in 
Christ's resurrection, they act like they are waiting for a Messiah 
to yet be raised as some great conquering hero who will rule the 
world . 

Verse 8 . 

The truth is right there in front of them. It is clear and 
uncomplicated. Christ fulfilled the Law by His sinless life and His 
sacrificial death. It was approved by God in His resurrection and 
ascension. It is also easy to express - 'even in thy mouth, and in 
thy heart: that is the very word of faith, which we preach.' 

Verse 9. 

Salvation can be stated very simply - believe in the finished 
work of Christ, and confess - say openly - that you have accepted Him 
as your Savior - 'thou shalt be saved.' 
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Verse 10 . 

When the heart realizes guilt, and also the truth of the value 
of Christ's sacrifice, then faith accepts God's gift of pardon, we 
are accounted as just, or righteous. 

This realization of the truth in Christ is so overwhelming a 
change for the joy and peace it brings, that it must be expressed 
openly and boldly. 

Verse 11 . 

Paul quotes Isaiah 28:16 - 'Whosoever believeth on Him shall not 
be ashamed . ' 

He won't be disappointed in his hope, nor embarrassed for his 
confidence. He has that faith which '...is the evidence of things not 
seen, the substance of things hoped for.' (Hebrews 11:1.) 



Next - No Difference Between the Jew and the Greek. 
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Romans 10:12-21. No Difference Between the Jew and the Greek. 

12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for 
the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 

13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved . 

14 f How then shall they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 

15 and how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is 
written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of 
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 

16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah saith, Lord, 
who hath believed our report? 

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

18 1 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, Their sound went 
into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. 

19 But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, I will 
provoke you to jealousy by them that are no people, and by a foolish 
nation I will anger you. 

20 But Isaiah is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that 
sought me not; I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me. 

21 But to Israel he saith, All day long I have stretched forth my 
hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people. 

Verse 12 . 

All are equal before God, and welcome to accept His gracious 
offer of salvation. The Jew has no special privilege, and the Greek 
is not rejected because they can not claim any special privilege. 

The Lord is the same to all, being over all, as the Creator and 
Sustainer of all creation. He offers His very best gifts through His 
mercy to all that call upon Him. 

Verse 13 . 

No one will be turned away. Whoever calls upon the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ shall be saved. (Joel 2:32.) His sins will be 
forgiven, his heart purified, he shall be saved by the power of an 
eternal life. 

Verses 14,15. 

Now that Paul has explained the absolute necessity of believing 
for salvation, he sees that this could be misunderstood. Further 
explanation of how this faith was produced must be laid out also. 

In order: 

1. Salvation comes only from God's grace and mercy through the 
Gospel of peace. 

2. This message must be preached - proclaimed to all who will 
listen . 

3 . The person who preaches must have been called and empowered 
by God - otherwise they would have no effect. 
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4 . All who hear from that representative of God must give 
careful attention to his message. 

5. That message must then be accepted as the ultimate truth of 
the actual record of God's purpose in the life, death, and 
resurrection of His Son. If they do not believe, there is no 
salvation . 

6. Those that believe must call upon the name of the Lord. A new 
and everlasting relationship with Jesus and the Father and the Holy 
Spirit has begun. 

7 . Redemption from the bondage of sin and misery has also 
started. Also, it brings peace, contentment, and joy, as well as the 
promise of everlasting life with Christ and God in heaven. 

Verse 15. 

Paul quotes Isaiah 52:7 - 'How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach.' The term 'feet' points to the life of man as the manner 
of walking. That in turn signifies the principles that guide his 
actions. So, not only their words, but also their 'walk', or actions, 
will show the sincerity and authority which they have, as genuinely 
from God. 

Verse 16. 

Paul now suggests an objection, such as would come from a fault- 
finder. If God is in it, shouldn't everyone respond positively? Well 
they haven't. The majority haven't. 

Paul's reply, from Isaiah 53:1 - 'Lord, who hath believed our 
report?' What the objector doesn't understand is that salvation is 
not to be forced. People were given free will that they might choose. 
The Gospel is only the offer. Each person is responsible for how they 
respond . 

Verse 17 . 

The process of salvation is this clear and simple - faith comes 
from hearing the Word of God, where the Gospel is revealed. The usual 
way of hearing this word is from someone preaching it. If it is 
believed, faith is produced and salvation begins. 

Verse 18 . 

To continue the objection of not having believed, Paul counters 
with, 'Have they not all heard?' Hasn't the Gospel of salvation been 
made known and available to every Jew in the Holy Land, and also 
those who live in Gentile territories where Paul himself has 
preached, and to all of the Gentiles as well? 

Paul refers to Psalm 19:4, which describes the heavenly bodies. 
'Their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends 
of the world.' These have given testimony of the eternal order and 
power of God to the people of the earth. So the Gospel of Christ has 
made clear God's mercy and grace to all Israel, and the known 
civilized world of the Roman Empire. Therefore, if the Jews have not 
believed, it is manifestly by their own choice of rejection. 
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Verse 19. 

If the Jews still object about the preaching among the Gentiles, 
there is plenty of explanations, even in the declarations of God 
given to Moses. The Jews were going to reject belief and rebel 
against God's plan for them. Deuteronomy 32:21 - 'I will provoke you 
to jealousy by them that are no people, and by a foolish nation will 
I anger you.' Because the Jews provoked God to jealousy by worshiping 
things that were falsely called gods. 

Now the Gospel was offered to Gentiles who the Jews looked down 
on as inferior to them, not worthy of honor and respect. This 
prophecy predicts the envy and anger of the Jews when the equal 
mercies of God were offered to the heathen Gentiles. 

Verse 2 0 . 

Isaiah 65:1 spoke boldly - 'I was found of them that sought me 
not.' God made available His salvation to those that were not looking 
for it, that knew nothing concerning it. They found that redemption, 
that the Jews had rejected. 

Verse 21 . 

Isaiah continues in 65:2 - 'All day long have I stretched forth 
my hands.' This expresses God's readiness and desire to gather the 
nation of Israel under His protection. But it was in vain for they 
were a disobedient and gain-saying people. They disobeyed God and 
rejected His prophets. This was foretold 700 years before. 

Romans 11:1-10. God has not totally nor finally rejected all 
Israel, nor do all Jews reject the Gospel. 

The Remnant of Israel 

1 I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I 
also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of 
Ben j amin . 

2 God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not 
what the Scripture saith of Eli'jah? how he maketh intercession to 
God against Israel, saying, 

3 Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine 
altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life. 

4 But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to 
myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image 
of Ba'al. 

5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant 
according to the election of grace. 

6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is 
no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: 
otherwise work is no more work. 

7 f What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; 
but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded 

8 (according as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of 
slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not 
hear;) unto this day. 

9 And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, 
and a stumblingblock, and a recompense unto them: 



72 

Lesson XIII continued 

10 let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down 
their back alway. 

Paul spiritually discerned the majority of Jews rejecting the 
Gospel in the near future. This preceded their destruction. When he 
wrote this letter, the nation and their Temple and religious 
observations were still going. His prediction was a true prophecy, 
for about 10 or 11 years later, the Jewish nation was overthrown, the 
Temple destroyed, the population expelled from the promised land. 
Which only changed almost 2,000 years later (1948) . 

Verse 1 . 

If anyone would suggest from what Paul previously wrote, that 
God pushed away every Jew, and this condition was forever, he would 
counter, 'God forbid.' This rejection is not universal nor final. 
Paul's personal testimony is evidence. He is an Israelite. He is a 
descendant of Abraham, through Jacob's son Benjamin. Those who 
believe in Christ are continued in God's family in the New Covenant. 
Only those that stubbornly reject and refuse to believe in God's 
Christ are rejected. 

Verse 2 . 

God has not completely rejected the people He has loved or 
approved for so long. His promise to Abraham was His special favor 
and blessing. But the present situation of His people was similar to 
that in the days of Elijah. Paul refers to I Kings 19:10,14, where 
Elijah expresses serious complaint against Israel. 

Verse 3 . 

'Lord, they have killed thy prophets.' They refused to hear from 
anyone who tried to speak to them in God's Name, murdered those who 
are faithful to God's calling as His prophet. They also destroyed and 
profaned all forms of worship of their traditional religion. Elijah 
was alone, left as a prophet of God, and they were trying to kill 
him . 

Verse 4 . 

How does God answer him? God gave him certain assurance that 
there were 7,000. The word seven should be understood as a certain 
number standing for an uncertain number - meaning several or many 
thousands. This group had remained faithful to God. Because of 
Jezebel's intense persecution, they had to conceal their faith and 
trust in God. God, in His providence, preserved them. Jezebel's god 
was Baal, and the people of Israel were forced to comply. 

Verse 5 . 

Even so, at this time, when the majority of Jews did not attempt 
to please God, and also rejected the Gospel, there was a remnant 
among this people. This remnant was chosen according to the election 
of grace. This salvation is offered freely through only one 
requirement - faith in Christ Jesus. 
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Verse 6. 

It must be emphasized that grace is offered in precisely the 
same manner to the Gentiles . Neither having any greater claim of 
being more worthy than the other. 

Now, even those pious Jews must realize that there is no 
connection between salvation, and following the Mosaic Law - for all 
of that was of works. To claim otherwise would be to deny the clear 
meaning and directly opposite condition of grace. It would be like 
saying, 'I have a free gift for you, but you have to work to earn 
it.' All Jews would have been accepted if they had all believed. 

Verse 7 . 

To put it in another way. The Jews, on some level, wanted to 
continue to be the chosen people of God, as they had been. In order 
for that, they should have accepted God's new dispensation through 
His Messiah. The election by grace was accepted by many who believed 
in Christ. God saves those who believe in His Son as His chosen 
people, and they, and none other shall enjoy the blessings of His 
Kingdom. Those who would not receive Him are blind, choosing to shut 
their eyes to His glorious light. They have chosen darkness. 

Verse 8 . 

Paul mentions again that this was prophesied by the prophet 
Isaiah - the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, ears 
that they should not hear. This was the situation at that time, and 
still in our own day. 

Verse 9. 

This also was predicted by David in Psalm 69:22,23. They looked 
for a hero, a worldly Messiah. The Suffering Servant was a stumbling 
block, a snare, a trap to them. By their rejection, they chose the 
road to their destruction. 

Verse 10 . 

By this rejection and persistent unbelief, their backs shall bow 
down to other nations. They will be persecuted and oppressed. 

In the Next Lesson. 

Beginning in the verse 11, Paul explains God's purpose for 
Israel. Their rejection led to the inclusion of the Gentiles (which 
was always in God's plan), would in turn make the Jews in unbelief, 
jealous, seeing the Gentiles receiving the blessing of God thruogh 
the New Covenant . 
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Romans 11:11-36. The Extent of God's Mercy. 
The Salvation of the Gentiles 

11 II say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God 
forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the 
Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 

12 Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the 
diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their 
fulness? 

13 1 For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of 
the Gentiles, I magnify mine office: 

14 if by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my 
flesh, and might save some of them. 

15 For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead? 

16 For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the 
root be holy, so are the branches . 

17 f And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a 
wild olive tree, wert grafted in among them, and with them partakest 
of the root and fatness of the olive tree; 

18 boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest 
not the root, but the root thee. 

19 Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might 
be grafted in. 

20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou 
standest by faith. Be not high-minded, but fear: 

21 for if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he 
also spare not thee. 

22 Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which 
fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his 
goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. 

23 And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be 
grafted in: for God is able to graff them in again. 

24 For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by 
nature, and wert grafted contrary to nature into a good olive tree; 
how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be grafted 
into their own olive tree? 

The Restoration of Israel 

25 1 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this 
mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits, that blindness 
in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in . 

26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, 
There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, 

and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 

27 for this is my covenant unto them, 
when I shall take away their sins. 

28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes : but 
as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. 

29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 

30 For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now 
obtained mercy through their unbelief : 
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31 even so have these also now not believed, that through your 
mercy they also may obtain mercy. 

32 For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy upon all. 

33 10 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding 
out! 

34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his 
counselor? 

35 or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto 
him again? 

36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom 
be glory for ever. Amen. 

Verse 11 . 

God's original purpose included the Gentiles coming into the 
Church. In the covenant with Abraham, all nations would be blessed 
through him. The unbelief of the Jews was not the cause. But this 
circumstance was to provoke their jealousy. 

Verse 12 . 

The consequences of their unbelief in the riches of God's grace 
and blessings are poured out on the entire world. Paul now predicts 
that this lapse or stumbling is not final, but that there will be a 
time when the whole body of the Jews will come to faith in Christ. 

Verses 13,14. 

Paul here emphasizes to the Gentiles the greatness of the 
salvation that God's mercy has offered them, as well as the greatness 
of the blessings and goodness also included. Paul honors his ministry 
among them in giving them everything the Gospel offers. Paul 
expresses his sincere wish that this great message spreads by his 
preaching to the Gentiles, that it would be so attractive and 
glorious, that some of his own fleshly kin-people (the Jews) would 
also be saved. 

Verse 15 . 

But this is not the end of the story. Though the Jewish people 
would be destroyed as a nation and scattered over the world, that was 
not to be their end. They were to continue to be a distinct people, 
preserved among the nations . Their eventual and ultimate restoration 
and salvation was to be like receiving one who was dead, back to 
life. 

Indeed, this prophecy was fulfilled in part in 1948 when the 
Jewish nation was brought back to life. The other part of the 
prophecy is yet future. 

Verse 16. 

The tradition, in Mosaic Law, of consecrating the first-fruits 
to God was to call for God's blessing upon the rest. The faith of the 
patriarchs from Abraham, and the Jews at the time of Christ who 
embraced His Gospel, are as first-fruits. This indicates the eventual 
blessings of God on the whole Jewish nation to be a part of the 
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Church of Christ. 

The root, if set apart and consecrated for sacred use, refers to 
the apostles and the first converts to Christ. They were Jews. So 
also all those, including Gentiles that were brought to Christ 
through them, were equally as holy. 

Verse 17 . 

The metaphor is continued. The Church is the olive tree, and the 
Jewish nation of the time is the branches that were broken off, 
through unbelief. They lost God's blessing of their being His 
peculiar people. Then, the Gentiles were grafted in among the 
remaining true branches. But they came from a wild olive tree, with 
no knowledge of the true God, not trying to live righteously. They 
are grafted in by grace to share in the root and fatness of the olive 
tree, the Jewish promises beginning with Abraham, which now had been 
fulfilled in Christ. 

Verse 18 . 

The Gentiles must not exalt over, or insult the true branches. 
They are not the root but receive the blessings from the root. 

Verse 19. 

If you have reason to think more highly of yourself, remember - 
God broke the branches off so that He could graft you in. The broken 
branches are therefore worthless and cast away. 

Verse 2 0 . 

The true reason for their being broken off was their unbelief. 
You were grafted in by your faith - no works and no merit on your 
part - only through God's mercy. They once stood by faith, but then 
became unfaithful and fell. You must be careful not to let this also 
happen to you . 

Verse 21 . 

God still expects His children to follow His righteous 
principles, so be certain not to fall into the depth of their 
transgression and receive the same consequence. 

Verses 22,23. 

Look carefully at the goodness of God, your being grafted in, 
and the severity of their being cut off. The Gentiles were a wild 
olive tree that bore no fruit, but grafted on the Jewish stock it may 
be made to bear good fruit. The original tree is not pulled up or 
destroyed. Though branches have been cut off, but not all were. There 
still remains the possibility of Jewish branches to also be grafted 
in, in the future. Paul previously predicted this as God's plan, all 
being possible through the grace of God by His Son. The time will 
come when they will no longer abide in unbelief, but will turn to the 
Lord Jesus and accept Him as Messiah and Savior. 

Verse 2 4 . 

The wild olive tree was well-known to bear no fruit. It was 
therefore customarily not cultivated or grafted into a fruitful olive 
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tree. But now the fruitless or sinful race of Gentiles has been 
grafted in and has produced such change and blessing in them. How 
much more will the change and blessing be when the Jews, who have the 
Law and the Prophets, are grafted into their own olive tree? 

Verse 25 . 

This is described as a mystery - something that is hidden, 
covered, or not fully made plain. In the New Testament, it generally 
means something that in former times was not fully made known to men, 
or something that is so profound that it cannot be understood without 
special instruction. Here it is - the future restoration of the Jews. 
He wants these Romans to be aware of this. In describing them as wise 
in their own conceits, he was saying that the converted Gentiles are 
not treating the Jews with the proper respect that was due to them. 

Partial blindness, or blindness to a part of them, had taken 
place - especially with the civil and religious rulers that continued 
to oppose anything and anyone that followed Christ. 

This will continue until the Church of the Gentiles is fully 
completed. This suggests that the Gospel will be preached throughout 
the entire world and multitudes will believe the Gospel. 

Verse 26. 

Then all Israel will be saved. They will accept Jesus as their 
Messiah. Paul refers to Isaiah 59:20 - the Deliverer shall come out 
of Zion and turn ungodliness from Jacob. This appears to suggest 
Christ's Second Coming to earth after the Great Tribulation. 

Verse 2 7 . 

This covenant - or solemn promise of blessing - is also in 
Isaiah 59:20,21. 

Verse 2 8 . 

Even if the Jews appeared to be enemies at that time, because of 
their unbelief in the Gospel, this does not change the promise of God 
to the fathers of the Jewish people - Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, 
David, and so on. 

Verse 29. 

What He has given to them will never be withdrawn. What He has 
promised, He will also bring to pass. 

Verses 30,31. 

'For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now 
obtained mercy through their unbelief: even so have these also now 
not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy.' In 
like manner, these are in a similar condition as you were in times 
past - in unbelief. Your belief, which includes mercy, will be a 
continuing testimony of God's blessings. At that future time they 
will acknowledge Jesus and become joint heirs with you. This is as 
certain as everything that has already happened. 

Verse 32 . 

All people had broken God's law. The Jews broke the written law. 
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The Gentiles broke the law written in their hearts . They were locked 
up in unbelief, waiting for their sentence to be executed. God's own 
love and compassion, not because of any merit or value in any person, 
but by His plan in mercy, provided a pardon through the Gospel of His 
Son, to be offered to all people. 

Paul uses this same description in Galatians 3:22,23. To 
paraphrase - all were locked up under sin, that the promise, by faith 
in Christ Jesus, might be given to them that believe. But before 
faith came, we were held under the law, guilty, and helpless, Jews 
and Gentiles together. 

Verse 33. 

This wraps up the whole previous declarations. All serves to 
show God's ways, his magnificent plans of infinite wisdom, and all 
the means that He uses, to bring them about. All are proper, right, 
and good. We can have complete confidence that His design will be 
accomplished to its completion. 

Verse 34 . 

No person could dare to pretend to even guess at the counsels of 
God, or understand His designs. Nor is it our place to presume as 
some have done, to know or predict such things - to their own 
confounding . 

Verse 35. 

Who would be so ridiculous as to claim that they had done 
something for God, and that God now owed them something in return? 
How can the Creator be indebted to His own creation? 

Verse 36. 

The realities of the situation are so far from these earthly 
ideas, which center on the self and sin. God is the only designer and 
planner. He is the prime power and sole cause of all things. All His 
plans will work out to the ultimate end to show forth His eternal 
goodness and glory, all things in the natural universe, throughout 
the entire extent of time unto eternity. 

So, give Him the praise of all His works, in the hearts and from 
the voices of all His intelligent creations. And this forever, 
throughout all generations. So be it. Let this be established. 

Who can explain the love of God that He chose to redeem His 
fallen creatures? Men had continually shown ingratitude, 
disobedience, unbelief, rebellion, and evil. God had much more 
reasons to display His justice and condemnation, yet He preserves and 
provides sustenance, and watches over His creation. And He now 
extends His great mercy to all men. His judgments are unsearchable, 
and His ways past finding out. 

Next, how we must respond - by showing through our behavior, 
that good must overcome evil. 
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Romans 12:1-21. How Are We then to Live! 
Exhortations for Christian Living 

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service. 

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God. 

3 1 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that 
is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to 
think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man 
the measure of faith. 

4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have 
not the same office: 

5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members 
one of another. 

6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given 
to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion 
of faith; 

7 or ministry, let us wait on our ministering; or he that 
teacheth, on teaching; 

8 or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do 
it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that showeth 
mercy, with cheerfulness. 

9 1 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; 
cleave to that which is good. 

10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in 
honor preferring one another; 

11 not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 

12 rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in 
prayer; 

13 distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. 

14 f Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. 

15 Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 

16 Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, 
but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own 
conceits . 

17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the 
sight of all men. 

18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with 
all men. 

19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place 
unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith 
the Lord. 

20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give 
him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 

21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Having explained and proved the doctrinal part of this letter, 
Paul now commences with the practical. 
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Verse 1 . 

He begins by strongly calling his brethren in the Lord to 
respond to God's tender mercy and compassion as our heavenly Father. 
He desires to bless us, to forgive us. Paul calls upon the Christian 
to think of himself as an offering, as belonging to the Lord. This is 
a living sacrifice, and as the Mosaic sacrifices - the best is 
offered, without spot or blemish, holy, acceptable unto God. This 
describes complete surrender, body, mind, and spirit, to God's 
service. It is our reasonable service. As works of God's mercy and 
grace, we should glorify God with our lives. Glory should only be 
given in worshiping God and no other creature, whether angel, saint 
or man. 

Verse 2 . 

When talking about the condition of the world at that time, we 
can say also the present state of our world is as much opposed to the 
spirit of genuine Christianity as it was then. We are not to follow 
these temptations, but be transformed into persons with a completely 
different focus, putting on new thoughts and habits, seeking the true 
spiritual way of living as God's children. This change is outward and 
inward. The mind is renewed first, and then produces the outward 
changes in actions . 

In this way, you will experience the goodness of God's will for 
you. You will have practical proof of His purpose, in redeeming 
mankind. This is the perfect will of God. 

Verse 3 . 

By the grace given to him, Paul certainly means his being called 
as an apostle, to preach the Gospel, and also have the authority to 
put forth the proper order of rules to live by in the Church. This is 
part of his responsibility. The first is to watch out for pride - 
whatever you are or do comes from God's grace unto you. Therefore be 
of a sound mind, think modestly, humbly. The glory belongs to God Who 
gave the gift, and not to him that received it. The measure of faith, 
the degree of knowledge and experience each believer has received, 
and the power it provides for use in serving in Christ's Church. 

Verses 4,5. 

Comparing the Church to the human body. Each has many members or 
parts, each having its different function, or respective office. But 
each is indispensable for its contribution to the whole. Though 
differing in function, still useful and necessary. This Church is the 
body of Christ, all equal, He being the Head. Neither pride nor envy 
is proper. 

Verse 6. 

God has endowed His children with differing gifts and abilities. 
Each one must seek to improve that gift, but modestly, and not 
seeking to exalt one's self or look down on others. 

The first example - 'But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men 
to edification, and exhortation, and comf ort . . . And even things 
without life giving sound, whether pipe or harp, except they give a 
distinction in the sounds, how shall it be known what is piped or 
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harped?' (I Corinthians 14:3,7.) This is the preacher's calling, to 
exercise the grace and light he has received from God. The Word of 
God is his guide and limit - the only and ultimate purpose is to 
edify the Church. 

Verse 7 . 

'On ministry' in Romans 12:7 also refers to the office and 
responsibilities of deacons. The teacher is to instruct others, 
explaining the grand truths of the Word of God that make plain the 
love and mercy and grace of God toward us in the everlasting Gospel 
of His Son. 

Verse 8 . 

The one that exhorteth: to call the unruly to order, build up 
and support the weak, bring comfort to those who were suffering and 
in distress . 

He that giveth - distributing the alms of the Church. Show no 
partiality, but divide according to need. 

He that ruleth - one who presides over a particular business, 
probably here meaning receiving and providing for strangers, the 
persecuted and destitute. 

One who showeth mercy should not do so grudgingly, or out of 
necessity, but with sympathy and a kind spirit. Whatever is done must 
be considered as done unto the Lord, therefore cheerfully. 

Verse 9. 

No pretense here - show your love of God to your neighbor. Obey 
God and show your love of neighbor sincerely. Hate and detest with 
horror, evil in all its forms. Also, 'cleave to', or, be glued or 
attached to that which is good. That includes all that is connected 
to God and His perfect will, and all that contributes to the welfare 
of others . 

Verse 10 . 

Be kindly affectioned to one another with brotherly love. This 
indicates members of the same family, and the same spiritual body of 
Christ. Kindly affectioned also suggests the indescribable affection 
of a mother for her child. This feeling of tenderness is also joyful. 

Think of your brethren as more worthy than yourself. Be careful 
of this natural inclination to seek our own elevation, and others to 
be unnoticed. This is a hard lesson. No one wants to be neglected, or 
passed over. 

Verse 11 . 

Work must take place for 6 days of the week. He who doesn't is 
labeled as slothful. To provide for one's needs is everyone's 
responsibility. To be idle is opening the door to all kinds of evil. 
No Christian can act in this way. 

Fervent in spirit, with your heart in it, be serious and guide 
your actions as done unto the Lord, to bring Him glory. He and His 
Spirit are always with you in simplicity and purity. 
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Verse 12 . 

Continue to rejoice in the hope of that glory of God that shall 
shortly be revealed to every faithful follower of Christ. What you 
suffer as Christians, you suffer for Christ's sake. Patiently keep in 
mind that this is an honor to Christ and for Christ. 

In order to successfully do all these things to God's glory the 
necessary guidance and power must come through the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit. This is achieved through praying without ceasing. 

Verse 13. 

Remember to give to those less fortunate than you, according to 
your blessings from God. And do so especially to your brethren in 
God's household. 

Also practice hospitality, entertain strangers. In ancient times 
this was a necessity for those traveling. Places of public 
accommodation (hotels, motels, restaurants, etc.) were extremely 
rare. Especially the apostles and other Christians fleeing 
persecution would need this shelter and sustenance as they travel. 

Verse 14 . 

As to follow Christ's example and teaching - give good words 
back to those that give you bad words. Bless them by praying for 
them. Continue to keep a forgiving spirit as does your Lord. 

Verse 15 . 

Be genuinely happy for those that God's bounty has blessed. 
Rejoice with them. Be compassionate and sympathize with those who are 
burdened or are suffering. Help them bear it. 

Verse 16. 

By all means, try to stay in peace and good will with all 
people. Pray for their blessing, as you do for your own. High things 
include popularity, power, wealth. Do not pursue favor from those who 
possess them. Also, don't seek public acclaim or fame. These all lead 
to abandoning your conscience, and no longer living by the truth of 
your worth and faith. On the other hand, be a companion of the poor 
and humble and Godly person. Certainly at that time in the past, 
Christians were despised and rejected by the majority of people. 

Be careful not to puff yourself up in your own opinion of 
yourself. Don't think that wisdom and discernment are yours more than 
others. Be aware of your need for others, for help and understanding. 

Verse 17 . 

Don't keep track, or even take notice of every insult or injury. 
It is pride that pushes for retribution, evil for evil. Be honest, 
prudent, cautious. Live according to your means. Make no promise that 
you cannot fulfill. 

Verse 18. 

The person that loves God must put every possible amount of 
energy to live in peace with everyone - friends, neighbors, 
strangers, and family. And this is whether others will be at peace 
with them or not. 'If recognizes that it may not be possible, but 
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all efforts must be made. 
Verse 19. 

As children of God, be aware that God will permit nothing to be 
done to you, that He will not turn to your advantage. Do not be small 
minded and quarrelsome. Give place to wrath - which means to leave 
the situation for the law (the civil government) to take care of the 
punishment. If that doesn't happen, then leave it up to God to take 
care of it in His time. Never avenge yourself. God will repay when 
His law is broken - 'vengeance is mine, saith the Lord.' (Deuteronomy 
32:35.) 

Verse 2 0 . 

Keep the true perspective. You were God's enemy, yet He fed, 
clothed and preserved you. Has not God's providence toward you been a 
means of melting your heart into remorse, gratitude and love towards 
Him? Your kindness may be the way of changing people's hearts, and 
their attitudes and actions towards you. 

This verse is a direct quote of Proverbs 25:21,22. 'The heaping 
of coals of fire on his head', is to produce a beneficial effect, 
awareness of guilt. The heat warms the conscience (melting of the 
heart) . The sense is like the use of heat to purify metals. The ore 
is smelted to lignify the metal, leaving the dross behind, now pure 
silver or gold. 

Verse 21 . 

To give any room to evil, you also become evil. To sin against 
another, actually causes you harm. On the other hand, if you repay 
curses with blessings and prayer, your evil inclinations will no 
longer have any reason to be exercised. Also, the one who injured you 
will have no good reason to continue anything against you. 

In the next lesson, we look at chapter 13 - the civil government 
as in God's providence. 
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Romans 13:1-14. Civil Government from God's Perspective. 

1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is 
no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 

2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance 
of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 

3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt 
thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou 
shalt have praise of the same: 

4 for he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do 
that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: 
for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him 
that doeth evil. 

5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also 
for conscience' sake. 

6 For, for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's 
ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. 

7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is 
due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor. 

8 1 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that 
loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 

9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, 
Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt 
not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly 
comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself . 

10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 

11 f And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake 
out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. 

12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore 
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 

13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and 
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and 
envying : 

14 but put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for 
the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

Paul sets forth his subject - to plainly show the proper ways 
that Christians are to behave in relation to whatever civil 
government they were living under. He explains that Christians are to 
follow the rules of peace and safety. He also carefully delineates 
the just and right duties and responsibilities of that government. 
Both of these points would make clear to anyone who read this letter, 
even a Roman official, that Christians were not to be obstinate or 
rebellious, or working against the state. 

Verse 1 . 

Paul begins by introducing his subject as the very ordinance of 
God relating to all governments, all subject to the ruling authority. 
These authorities receive their power from God's providence. He is 
the supreme ruler of the entire universe that He created. He 
delegates authority to whoever He wishes. He established civil 
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government to provide for safety and security and order, otherwise it 
would be chaos. The central point - God is the author of all law that 
is just and fair and necessary for peace and safety among people. As 
long as a ruler rules by these principles, they are to be followed. 

Verse 2 . 

Anyone, therefore, who sets himself against these rules and only 
for their own selfish ends, breaks them. They shall receive 
condemnation. In effect they are rebelling against God. 

Verse 3 . 

What is the responsibility of the ruler? He has power entrusted 
to him, but not to oppress or terrorize the law - abiding and 
peaceful. He is to bring the wicked to justice. This is done for the 
overall benefit of the community. Your guide must be to live 
according to the laws, expecting that the ruler or magistrate will 
rule according to those same laws. This will bring you praise instead 
of blame. This assumes that the ruler himself is a good person. 

Verse 4 . 

In the best possible light, the ruler is the minister of God for 
good to the righteous. His power to punish encourages the good, but 
should be prepared to pass a death sentence if the law requires it. 
Here it is symbolized by the instrument of the time - the sword. The 
ruler is also God's minister to execute punishment upon the evil 
ones, as the law requires. 

Verse 5 . 

You must not only live to avoid punishment, but also to keep a 
clear conscience toward God. 

Verse 6. 

Since this is God's providence for all people, for the safety 
and defense of the community, then it is necessary that those who are 
in this community should help support the ruler's expenses. An 
impartial and moderate tax is just and proper. 

Verse 7 . 

You must be sure you are meeting all your responsibilities 
toward the government, to pay your dues. Tribute most likely means 
taxes on property. Custom most likely means duties on merchandise, 
imports, and exports. Fear refers to proper respect and obedience to 
officials. Honor means outward public deference toward those in 
public office. Never be rude to anyone. 

Verse 8 . 

Turning from the public duties, Paul here focuses on Christians' 
duty toward each other - mutual love. This indeed fulfills God's law 
to love they neighbor as thyself. 

To owe no man anything means that you have performed all the 
duties owed to the government. To your brethren you owe only love. 
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Verse 9. 

To practice this you must do no injury - do not take another 
person's spouse, or their life, their property, or their good 
reputation. You must also guard against even desiring things 
belonging to someone else. Practicing love seeks only benefit to 
others, never harm. 

The guide - how would you prefer your neighbor to act toward 
you? Certainly, never to be ugly toward you. Love then fulfills the 
law . 

Verse 11 . 

Having been believers for some time, Paul calls upon them to be 
diligent but also busy about practicing their Christians duties 
vigorously and unhesitatingly. Rouse up out of sleep, or sleep- 
walking through life, 'for now is our salvation nearer than when we 
believed. ' 

Verse 12 . 

It appears that Paul is describing the darkness of the heathen 
being nearly at its end. The Gospel of light is brightening the whole 
Gentile world. The coming of the Messiah was traditionally described 
as a new day, to dispel all previous darkness of night. We must make 
preparation, to put aside any and all habits, superstitions, vices, 
and so on. And put on all of the light of God's truth which will 
protect your spirits against all attacks of evil, in the same way 
that armor would protect your body from weapons of those attacking 
you . 

Verse 13 . 

The following descriptions point to particular practices and 
vices of the Gentiles . Walking honestly suggests public decency, 
proper appearance and behavior. Stay away from wild drunken 
festivals, and all they include. Not in chambering - the original 
word connects with prostitution of every kind. Wantonness means all 
abnormal and unclean sexual practices. Stay away from all strife and 
contentions. These must be put forever aside, shunned, and avoided. 

Verse 14 . 

We must take off all of the indecency described above. Paul 
describes what decent garment must be put on - Jesus Christ. To be 
clothed with a person is a Greek way of describing taking on the 
beliefs and actions of another. To imitate and follow in every way. 
The origin of this manner of description came from the customs of 
stage actors - who assumed the name, speech, and actions in the 
closest imitation of the person they were portraying. 

Now, on the negative side - what to avoid. Make no provision for 
the flesh. All the passions and irregular appetites must receive no 
sustenance. For the great majority of Gentiles, their common daily 
activities were to provide for, plan for, and gratify the sinful 
lusts of the flesh. Great philosophers taught this - eat, drink, and 
be merry, for tomorrow we die. Also included were the rites and 
customs of the whole circle of their so-called deities . They were 
sensual and led to all manner of excess. 
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An additional note concerning obedience to civil authority. Only 
in civil law is our obedience called for. In religious matters, God 
alone is to be obeyed. If the civil authority tries to take over 
God's place by demanding worship, new rites and ceremonies not 
authorized by the Word of God, no Christian can give in to this. At 
the same time, no Christian is called upon or authorized to fight 
against the civil power or try to start a rebellion. A Christian must 
follow Christ and bear the persecution. And if it comes to it, seal 
the truth of his profession with his blood, and become a martyr for 
the Lord. 

Next, how to treat fellow Christians in regard to many aspects 
of life and belief. 



88 



Lesson XVII 

Romans 14:1-23. Various Subjects - and how to treat them as a 
Christian . 

Those Weak in Faith 

1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful 
disputations . 

2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is 
weak, eateth herbs . 

3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not 
him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received 
him . 

4 Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own 
master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is 
able to make him stand. 

5 1 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth 
every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. 

6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he 
that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He 
that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he 
that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. 

7 For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. 

8 For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, 
we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the 
Lord ' s . 

9 For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he 
might be Lord both of the dead and living. 

10 1 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at 
nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat 
of Christ. 

11 For it is written, 

As I live, saith the Lord, 

every knee shall bow to me, 

and every tongue shall confess to God. 

12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. 

13 1 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge 
this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall 
in his brother's way. 

14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is 
nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be 
unclean, to him it is unclean. 

15 But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou 
not charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died. 

16 Let not then your good be evil spoken of: 

17 for the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, 
and approved of men. 

19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, 
and things wherewith one may edify another. 

20 For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed are 
pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offense. 

21 It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any 
thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak. 
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22 Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that 
condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth. 

23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not 
of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. 

The best evidence we have about Paul's knowledge of the Roman 
believers came from his close acquaintance with Aquila and Priscilla, 
who came from there, as mentioned in Acts 18:2,3. They were together 
for a considerable time. 

The subjects treated here had been serious disputes between the 
Jewish and Gentile Christians at Rome. The two major subjects were 
meat and days . The converted Jews held onto certain of the Mosaic 
laws concerning abstaining from specific kinds of meat, and 
venerating certain holy days. The Gentile converts, on the other 
hand, understood that their new faith did not require these 
ceremonial practices, and therefore had no respect for them. 
Apparently there were also disputes and judgments from each side, 
making loving, forgiving fellowship impossible. 

Paul challenges them to forbear one another, and especially not 
to prejudice a weaker brother against the Gospel. He also wants to 
convince both sides that their different way of thinking might have 
an honest and serious regard to God. These differences should not 
prevent loving Christian fellowship. 

Verse 1 . 

Paul seems here to be describing the converted Jew who was weak 
in faith if they still felt it necessary to follow the rules 
concerning meats and days. He insists that they be welcomed into 
their fellowship, but avoid all disputations. On things that have no 
bearing on the core doctrines of Christian faith - don't discriminate 
because of their particular sentiment about such incidental things . 

Verse 2 . 

Concerning food. One believer accepts all food that is wholesome 
and nourishing as clean. All meat and plant sources. 

Certain recently converted Jews brought with them belief in 
Mosaic law concerning clean and unclean meat. Now in fellowship with 
Gentiles, there was the question of clean or unclean, or if offered 
to an idol, or if blood was taken from it - therefore they avoided 
all meat and ate only plant material (herbs) . 

Verse 3 . 

Neither group should look down on the practices of the other. 
Don't despise or condemn them. Both have been accepted by God. Both 
are acting in honoring God - they are joint heirs of life eternal. 
Religious prejudices or practices don't affect that assurance of 
Salvation . 

Verse 4 . 

To act differently would be like one person choosing to judge 
another person's servant. All Christians are servants of God. God 
decides as the Master over all, whether that servant stands or falls. 
To meddle in this situation is rash and without authority or charity. 
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If that person is sincere, trying to do the right thing, then God, 
Who alone is able, shall uphold him. 

Verses 5,6. 

These days refer to Jewish institutions, especially festivals - 
passover, Pentecost, tabernacles, and so on. Converted Jews still 
felt a moral obligation to honor God by observing them. The converted 
Gentile considered each day as the Lord's, and should be honored to 
bring glory to God. Each believer must follow their own convictions. 

The point - don't condemn a person concerning things that are 
neutral in and of themselves. These include keeping the festivals to 
honor God. For the other, there is no value seen in these things, but 
not doing them in no way dishonors God. 

In the same way, anyone who eats all variety of food gives 
thanks to God as provider of all good things . But the one who has 
rules as to what should not be eaten does so and likewise gives 
thanks to God. Both are upright and sincere according to their 
understanding. Both are accepted by God, therefore they should accept 
each other as equals but with different traditions. 

Verses 7,8. 

Christians must act according to the mind and will of God in all 
things. One must try to please God and not one's self only. As we 
live, we are accountable unto Him for our conduct, but also when we 
die we are also in His hands. Therefore we must do all unto God to 
the best of our understanding and ability. Either way, we are the 
Lord ' s . 

Verse 9. 

Christ lived and died, and rose again, so that He would be the 
Lord of the living and the dead. His power is equally over both 
worlds, and thus throughout eternity. 

Verse 10 . 

As fellow believers, neither group should judge the other, 
regarding the rites and ceremonies of the law. Leave the judgment 
over these things to Christ. Each believer will be judged on their 
treatment of other believers, so we must not despise or condemn each 
other . 

Verses 11,12. 

Paul quotes Isaiah 45:23. Every knee shall bow and every tongue 
confess to God. We are accountable only for what we have done. 

Verse 13 . 

Judging one another must stop. It is shallow, pretentious, 
uncharitable. The point is to do nothing that would hinder a fellow 
Christian in their devotion to God, or their believe in His Gospel. 

Verse 14 . 

Paul's experience, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and 
authority of Jesus, persuaded him that of itself nothing is unclean. 
All Christians should live with this freedom. But there remains the 
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responsibility to be considerate of weaker believers, even if you 
consider them to be mistaken. If he acts according to his conscience, 
one must be patient, and try to win them over by instruction in the 
Word of God, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 15. 

An example - if your brother thinks you are wrong to eat a 
particular kind of meat, your action may cause him to stumble. This 
would be uncharitable, not according to love. What you eat makes no 
difference to you, but if doing so upsets the other person, it is 
necessary to put the other's interest first. For he is one for whom 
Christ died. It is his soul that is at risk. 

Verse 16. 

Be careful not to use your Christian liberty so as to be 
misunderstood, so that the Gospel is spoken evil of. The greatest 
good is the goal. But one must be careful in the timing, manner, and 
spirit of doing a good work, so that it cannot be misunderstood, or 
questioned as to motive or anything else. 

Verse 17 . 

the kingdom of God on earth consists of those who have joined 
the Church of His Son, as His children and joint heirs with Christ. 
It is far above any disputing over what we eat or drink. It is 
concerned with righteousness, forgiveness of sins and holiness of 
heart and life. Also, peace in the soul from God's mercy and 
blessing, and joy in the Holy Spirit. The love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit and this unto eternity. This is 
spiritual happiness and joy. 

Verse 18 . 

No matter the background, the person who has believed God and 
received these things is now acceptable to God. Therefore his whole 
frame of mind, his words, and actions must also be acceptable to God 
and approved of men. He who labors for the public good, and lives 
honestly, and justly, will generally be respected. 

Verse 19. 

The best way to proceed is to bypass all contentions and focus 
on promoting peace and unity, to instruct in the ways of becoming 
more like the Savior we serve. 

Verse 2 0 . 

Don't waste any time, that might destroy the work of God, by 
arguing or condemning anyone over what meats are lawful or clean and 
unclean. Do nothing to offend a weaker brother. The substance eaten 
is not evil in and of itself, but to eat something that you know will 
offend another is evil. 

Verse 21 . 

It is good not to do anything, whether to eat food or drink 
wine, or anything else, that would place a stone in another person's 
path and cause them to stumble, to stop or even delay his progress of 
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following Christ. 
Verse 22 . 

Having faith here suggests a strong conviction of what is right 
and true, and has the approval of God and his own conscience. Hold on 
tight to that conviction before God. This allows for peace in one's 
conscience and happiness. Without peace within, one cannot be happy. 
If anything is questionable, it is better to avoid such things. 

Verse 23 . 

To further explain the above point. If a person doubts whether 
something is correct, then go ahead and eat it, is not of faith. If 
he eats any unclean meat according to the Mosaic law, at the same 
time thinking that it may be wrong to do so, is condemned by his own 
conscience. He has some thoughts that God did forbid this - therefore 
he might be wrong. This giving in is a weakness and a sin before God. 
Whatever the actual motive, whether weakness, shame, or appetite, it 
is not of faith in the unselfish principles of the Gospel of Christ. 

Next, Chapter 15. The strong should bear the infirmities of the 
weak after the example of Christ. 
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Romans 15:1-33. Living the Example of Christ. 

1 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the 
weak, and not to please ourselves . 

2 Let every one of us please his neighbor for his good to 
edification . 

3 For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The 
reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me. 

4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for 
our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures 
might have hope . 

5 Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be 
likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus: 

6 that ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Gospel to the Gentiles 

7 f Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us, 
to the glory of God. 

8 Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision 
for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers: 

9 and that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is 
written , 

For this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, 
and sing unto thy name. 

10 And again he saith, 

Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his people. 

11 And again, 

Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; 
and laud him, all ye people. 

12 And again, Isaiah saith, 
There shall be a root of Jesse, 

and he that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; 
in him shall the Gentiles trust. 

13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy 
Ghost. 

14 f And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye 
also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to 
admonish one another. 

15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you 
in some sort, as putting you in mind, because of the grace that is 
given to me of God, 

16 that I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, 
ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles 
might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. 

17 I have therefore whereof I may glory through Jesus Christ in 
those things which pertain to God. 

18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ 
hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and 
deed, 

19 through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of 
God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyr'icum, I have 
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fully preached the gospel of Christ. 

20 Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ 
was named, lest I should build upon another man's foundation: 

21 but as it is written, 

To whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: 
and they that have not heard shall understand. 

Paul Plans to Visit Rome 

22 f For which cause also I have been much hindered from coming to 
you . 

23 But now having no more place in these parts, and having a great 
desire these many years to come unto you; 

24 whensoever I take my journey into Spain, I will come to you: for 
I trust to see you in my journey, and to be brought on my way 
thitherward by you, if first I be somewhat filled with your company. 

25 But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. 

26 For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achai'a to make a 
certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem. 

27 It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if 
the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, 
their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things. 

28 When therefore I have performed this, and have sealed to them 
this fruit, I will come by you into Spain. 

29 And I am sure that, when I come unto you, I shall come in the 
fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. 

30 1 Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in 
your prayers to God for me; 

31 that I may be delivered from them that do not believe in Judea; 
and that my service which I have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the 
saints ; 

32 that I may come unto you with joy by the will of God, and may 
with you be refreshed. 

33 Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 
Verses 1,2. 

The responsibility of Christians that are strong is to abstain 
from things that may offend or disturb our weaker brethren. The 
strong refers to mainly the Gentile Christians and emancipated Jewish 
believers that understand the nature of our liberties in the Gospel. 
The stronger believers must not demand that those weaker submit to 
our superior knowledge. We must prudently ease their consciences by 
bearing with their scruples concerning these indifferent things. 

The goal is to do all in our power to please the brethren, and 
work for their edification. We ourselves were once weak and ignorant 
and others had much to bear with us and help us along to our present 
condition of knowledge and maturity in our faith and practice. 

Verse 3 . 

The great example is Christ. He never pursued His own comfort or 
profit. He was so patient with the weaknesses and even insults of His 
own creatures. He also took upon Himself the punishment that men 
deserved because of their sin. This is prophesied in Psalm 69 and is 
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mentioned in John 19:28,29. 
Verse 4 . 

This refers to all of the Old Testament Scriptures, that they 
had been intended not only to those contemporary generations that 
first received them, but also for the instruction of all succeeding 
generations . The examples of patience shown by the followers of God 
show that the comfort from God helped them patiently endure 
sufferings they received because of their faith and attempts to live 
according to God's truth and righteousness. They lived in hope, even 
as we are to live. God will be with us and bless and uphold us even 
as He did them. 

Verse 5 . 

Consider the God of patience and consolation, I pray that His 
showing you those same qualities of patience has consoled you through 
trials and afflictions. Now you can show these qualities toward the 
brethren. Treat everyone in the same way. Guide your behavior after 
the perfect example of Christ Jesus. 

Verse 6. 

Both Jews and Gentiles must think on these things in exactly the 
same way. You must also speak in the same way and glorify God in this 
way at all meetings. As God has shown love and compassion toward you 
through calling you unto salvation, adopting you as His children. He 
is a Heavenly Father to you even as He is the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The greater your harmony and unity, the more God is 
glorified . 

Verse 7 . 

Treat each other as equally as Christ accepted you all equally 
unto His salvation. As also we have received such inestimable 
blessings through the Holy Spirit, always keep in mind that all these 
things bring greater glory to God. 

Verse 8 . 

Paul here is explaining the importance of the Godly Law of the 
Jews in preparing for and having the rites and promises, and 
prophecies that would be fulfilled by Christ's coming. He was born a 
Jew, and His ministry almost exclusively among the Jews. This showed 
that they had the first right to the blessings of His Gospel. Christ 
came according to the promises made to the fathers, and He fulfilled 
them, that they were indeed the truth of God. 

Verse 9. 

Also part of these promises included that the way of salvation 
would be offered to the Gentiles. The Jews were to glorify God for 
His truth. The Gentiles were to glorify God for His mercy in the same 
Gospel . 

'I will confess thee among the Gentiles' comes from Psalms 
18:49. 
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Verse 10 . 

This quote comes from Deuteronomy 32:43. 
Verse 11 . 

From Psalms 117:1. 
Verse 12 . 

From Isaiah 11:1,10. The root of Jesse is the Messiah that shall 
rise to reign over the Gentiles, in Him shall the Gentiles hope. All 
these Old Testament references show that both groups were always part 
of God's plan of salvation, and therefore have equal right to 
glorify God. Both have need for His goodness, mercy, and truth. There 
is one other most important blessing from God - hope. 

Verse 13. 

In this prayer, Paul addresses God as the God of hope. As God 
has fulfilled all these great promises, so in like manner may He now 
fill you with all joy, peace of mind and heart. Now in believing all 
those promises, so also believing in what Jesus is doing now for you 
and in those promises yet unfulfilled is your hope . It is by the 
power of the Holy Spirit that you believe, and abound in this great 
hope . 

Verse 14 . 

As particularly addressed to the Gentiles, Paul is careful not 
to offend them by the way in which he had written to them. His 
purpose, by the authority of his apostolic office, was to edify, 
exhort, and encourage them in every good practice of Christian 
brethren toward each other. He describes them as full of goodness and 
love that would lead them to work out the best understanding and 
practice between them and their Jewish brothers and sisters. 

They also knew and understood God's calling and directions for 
living. To admonish one another to live to bring glory to God, 
especially to new converts and those less knowledgeable. 

Verses 15,16. 

Nevertheless, being the called Apostle of the Gentiles, Paul 
claims the right to advise them on what he considered to be to their 
spiritual benefit. There are certain things he must bring before 
them . 

The Gentiles, converted by him and dedicated to the service of 
God, are described as his offering as a priest to God. The Holy 
Spirit spread over this offering, sanctified it, and made it 
acceptable to God. This may have alluded to Isaiah 66:20 - 'And they 
shall bring all your brethren for an offering unto the Lord, out of 
all nations . ' 

Verse 17 . 

Paul therefor has reason to glory - in the honorable and 
important calling to this ministry and also in the great successes 
that God has granted him, all through Jesus Christ. 
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Verse 18 . 

If these things were not the absolute truth, he would not dare 
speak of them. Only the truth and the evidence of the miracles that 
accompanied them brought the Gentiles the faith to follow and accept 
his ministry, 'to be obedient, by word and deed.' 

Verse 19. 

This explains in more detail the preceding verse. Mighty signs 
and wonders were brought about by the power of the Holy Spirit of 
God. These convinced them that his message and calling were from God 
Almighty. They accepted the Gospel of Christ. 

All started in Jerusalem and journeyed out unto the general area 
designated here as Illyricum. Its location is eastern Europe. Roman 
writers identify it as a Roman province divided into two parts, 
around the eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea - what is now 
called Croatia, Bosnia, Istria, and Slavonia. 

Verses 20,21. 

Paul considers it his honor to have preached the Gospel of 
Christ where it was not known or heard of. He did not wish to build 
upon another person's foundation. He accepted the difficulties and 
dangers to spread that Gospel and to plant new churches . 

Verse 21 quotes Isaiah 53:15 as his effort to fulfill these 
words by the way he offered the Gospel to the heathen. 

Verse 22 . 

Paul knew that the Church at Rome had been started for a long 
time. He has just explained the cause for his delay in coming to 
them. He had chosen to spend his greatest efforts in proclaiming 
Christ where He was yet unknown. 

Verse 23 . 

At this point, Paul was at Corinth and recognized that 
opportunities to break new ground were no longer available. All the 
major cities of his missionary journeys had been evangelized. There 
was 'no more place in these parts.' His strong desire to visit them 
in Rome remains . 

Verse 2 4 . 

Paul expresses his wish to go to Spain, and that he would stop 
by Rome on the way. There is no historical evidence of his ever 
reaching Spain. He expected much gratification from visiting them. 

Verses 25,26. 

At this present time, Paul is about to go to Jerusalem. The main 
purpose was to carry a monetary contribution that had been given by 
the Gentile believers of Macedonia and Achaia. This was to help the 
poor Jewish Christians in Jerusalem. In his explanation of this 
service in I and II Corinthians, he not only wants to supply their 
material needs, but also for the Jewish Christians to glorify God for 
this evidence of the true conversion to the Gospel of Christ among 
the Gentiles. This should convince them of the extreme importance of 
spreading the Gospel to all nations. Hopefully this would smooth over 
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any previous prejudices. 
Verse 2 7 . 

Recognizing that the Gospel was spread by the Jewish Christians 
to include the Gentiles, thus they have been blessed by the attending 
spiritual blessings. Their duty was also to minister to the Jewish 
Christians in earthly things. This contribution of offerings of money 
accomplishes that. 

Verse 2 8 . 

This is here called fruit. Once he has faithfully completed this 
mission, his desire was to go to Spain, stopping by Rome on the way, 
so as to visit with these believers. 

Verse 29. 

He also hopes that when he comes to them he will be able to 
minister to them with the gifts and graces of Jesus in His Gospel. He 
always sought to instruct, to encourage, to build up, and inspire 
every church he visited. 

Verse 30. 

Paul asks them in the most humble way, as brothers in Christ, 
and for the Lord's sake, by the love that the Holy Spirit spreads 
abroad in their hearts that they strongly and sincerely pray with him 
and for the mission that he determined to take to Jerusalem. 

Verse 31 . 

Paul also mentions the real danger of those Jews in Judea who 
had serious intentions of killing him if they ever got the chance. 
They considered him an idolater and rebel against the Jewish 
religion, and that it would be pleasing God to destroy him. 

They should also pray for the acceptance of the love offering 
for the poor saints in Jerusalem and all appreciation and 
thankfulness that goes with it. 

Verse 32 . 

If all the great hopes were accomplished at Jerusalem, he would 
come to Rome with great joy, that the will of God was in every part 
of it. They had been a part of it through their prayers and when 
together they could joyfully praise and give to God all the glory and 
this would 'refresh' or renew the energy and optimism in God's work 
upon men . 

Verse 33. 

His prayer for them, in closing this chapter, centers on peace - 
'the peace of God be with you all.' May God's peace so permeate their 
hearts that no negative thoughts remain that separate Jewish 
Christians and Gentile believers. So be it (Amen) . 

Next, the last chapter. Paul addresses some individuals, gives 
some warnings, advice, and concludes with praising God and what He 
accomplished through Christ. 
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Romans 16:1-27. Closing, Greetings, Advice, Warnings, and Praise 
to God. 

Personal Greetings 

1 I commend unto you Phoebe our sister, which is a servant of the 
church which is at Cen'chre-ae: 

2 that ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye 
assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of you: for she hath 
been a succorer of many, and of myself also. 

3 1 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my helpers in Christ Jesus: 

4 who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not 
only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. 

5 Likewise greet the church that is in their house. Salute my 
well-beloved Epe'netus, who is the firstfruits of Achai'a unto 
Christ . 

6 Greet Mary, who bestowed much labor on us . 

7 Salute Andron'icus and Ju'ni-a, my kinsmen, and my fellow 
prisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also were in 
Christ before me. 

8 Greet Am'pli-as, my beloved in the Lord. 

9 Salute Ur'bane, our helper in Christ, and Stachys my beloved. 

10 Salute Apel ' les approved in Christ. Salute them which are of 
Aristob ' ulus ' household. 

11 Salute Hero'di-on my kinsman. Greet them that be of the 
household of Narcissus, which are in the Lord. 

12 Salute Tryphae'na and Trypho'sa, who labor in the Lord. Salute 
the beloved Persis, which labored much in the Lord. 

13 Salute Rufus chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine. 

14 Salute Asyn'critus, Phlegon, Hermas, Pat'robas, Hermes, and the 
brethren which are with them. 

15 Salute Philol'ogus, and Julia, Ne'reus, and his sister, and 
Olym'pas, and all the saints which are with them. 

16 Salute one another with a holy kiss. The churches of Christ 
salute you. 

17 f Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions 
and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and 
avoid them. 

18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the 
hearts of the simple. 

19 For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I am glad 
therefore on your behalf: but yet I would have you wise unto that 
which is good, and simple concerning evil. 

20 And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 

21 1 Timothy my workfellow, and Lucius, and Jason, and Sosip'ater, 
my kinsmen, salute you. 

22 II Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord. 

23 1 Gai'us mine host, and of the whole church, saluteth you. 
Eras'tus the chamberlain of the city saluteth you, and Quartus a 
brother . 

24 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
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Concluding Doxology 

25 1 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my 
gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the 
revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world 
began, 

26 but now is made manifest, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, 
according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to 
all nations for the obedience of faith: 

27 to God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen. 
Verses 1,2. 

Not having yet been to Rome, Paul did not know the majority of 
the believers he is addressing in this epistle. But it is likely that 
some of his own converts had later ended up settling in Rome. 

Paul commends to them Phoebe, a deaconess of the Church of 
Cenchrea. This position included - to attend female converts at 
baptism, instruct children, visit the sick, and those in prison. 
Basically, do those religious things which could not be properly done 
by men. They were the most experienced of the church, mostly widows 
above 40 years of age, who had borne children. They were ordained. 
This was continued to the eleventh or twelfth century. 

Cenchrea was a seaport on the east side of an isthmus near 
Corinth on the Aegean Sea. This lady was well known for providing for 
and looking after those visiting believers and preachers that came to 
that town. She showed her hospitality also to strangers, and to Paul 
himself. He asked those at Rome to receive her 'as becometh saints' 
and help her in any way they can. 

Verse 3 . 

This couple was forced to leave Rome previously, by the emperor 
Claudius' edict (as mentioned in Acts 18:2) . They took refuge in 
Greece. After Claudius' death, they likely returned to Rome. They had 
been helping Paul in his travels and ministry. 

Verse 4 . 

At some point, these two saintly believers had even placed their 
own lives at risk to save Paul's. No details are recorded, but this 
action was known to all the churches in that area. They were highly 
regarded for this selfless service. 

Verse 5 . 

During these beginning years it must be remembered that there 
were no church buildings . The word always refers to the congregation 
as a group of believers, no matter what incidental place they came 
together in. Paul asks them to greet the Church (or gathering that 
met in their house. 

Paul now mentions Epenetus as among the first converts to Christ 
in Achaia, who now lived in Rome. He asks them to recognize him as 
Paul's 'well beloved' convert. 

Verse 6. 

Of the Mary mentioned here, nothing is known, who she was, or 
what service she had rendered. Only God knows. 
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Verse 7 . 

Andronicus and Junia, kinsmen. Paul most likely means fellow 
Jews, that at some point had been imprisoned for their faith. No 
detail is recorded. Apparently they were also well-known by the other 
Apostles. They also had become Christians before Paul. 

Verse 8 . 

Amplias should be greeted as Paul's very special friend in the 

Lord . 

Verse 9. 

Urbane is to be saluted as a fellow-laborer in Christ. He is 
mentioned only here, as is Stachys . 

Verse 10 . 

Salute Appeles, who had shown the depth and sincerity of his 
faith in Christ. As to address those of Aristobulus' household, and 
not the man himself, suggests that he had already died, so only those 
of his household are referred to. 

Verse 11 . 

Herodion, probably another converted Jew, is mentioned. Of the 
household of Narcissus (probably has already died) , they are to 
salute those that have believed, suggesting that not all have 
accepted the new faith. 

Verse 12 . 

Three women are mentioned. Tryphena and Tryphosa, probably 
sisters who helped Paul in visiting the sick, and so forth. Persis 
was especially dedicated in her work for the Lord. 

Verse 13. 

Rufus is described as 'chosen in the Lord', a 'choice' person. 
Also, his mother had acted as a mother to Paul. 

Verse 14 . 

These names were common at that time and nothing is known of 
them further than this. 

Verse 15. 

These also are not known, but obviously well-known to Paul. 
Verse 16. 

In these early times, the greeting kiss was a gesture of peace, 
friendship, and brotherly love. It was a common practice among all 
nations . It was eventually given up because it was inconvenient in 
large churches. In some countries this custom is still practiced. In 
some western nations, the handshake is the most common greeting. The 
Churches of Christ here mentioned most likely refer to all the 
Churches in Greece and Asia that Paul knew, and also that knew and 
spoke of the believers at Rome in the most loving and favorable 
terms. Paul might have expressed his intention of visiting Rome and 
those believers wanted to be remembered by those in that city. 
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Verse 17 . 

A warning - be watchful for any that say or do anything contrary 
to peace, unity, and brotherly love, which doctrines you have 
learned. Watch them carefully, give them no chance to cause divisions 
or scandals. Avoid their company in Church gatherings. 

Verse 18 . 

Why? Because they do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ. They don't 
know God's will or try to follow it. They are looking for some 
worldly advantage, 'their own belly'. They make no profession of 
their own conversion or faith. They do not seek to share and spread 
the Gospel. They speak and act like they are the nicest and most fair 
people, pretending the best intentions, but all is for some advantage 
for themselves. The simple, the less educated, and those unfamiliar 
with the ways of deception are more easily fooled by such scoundrels. 
This description fits any whose motives center on themselves and not 
the benefit of others. 

Verse 19. 

The good reputation of believers at Rome was well-known to Paul. 
They were following those precepts of the Truth, the Way, and the 
Life. They must be careful to stay on that path and avoid any 
dissension, any false teachers that spoke of any other doctrine. Be 
smart and knowledgeable of all good things, but don't even look at or 
into anything evil. 

Verse 2 0 . 

Remember always that it is the God of peace that we serve. He is 
against anyone or anything that would threaten peace within His 
church. Therefore He will endow you with the power to stop even the 
agents of the adversary, satan, that serpent, who appeared in the 
garden. God's power will bruise him under their feet shortly. Even 
so, the prophecy in Genesis 3:15 of the seed of the woman, Christ the 
Redeemer of man would and did do, so also His followers would do 
likewise . 

Their focus must remain within the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. In so doing, His Spirit will preserve you in the truth and 
influence you unto wisdom and good works. Amen. 

It would appear that Paul intended to end this letter here, but 
later added a postscript or two. 

Verse 21 . 

Paul now mentions several of his present companions with him in 
Corinth. Timothy, his fellow-worker is accepted by all scholars as 
the same one that Paul wrote two letters to, as we have in our New 
Testament. Lucius is interpreted even as Luke, the writer of his 
Gospel narrative and the Acts of the Apostles. Jason is likely the 
one mentioned in Acts 17:7, that welcomed the apostles into his home 
in Thessalonica, at great risk to himself. Sosipater, from Berea, who 
traveled with Paul from Greece into Asia, and probably also into 
Judea, mentioned in Acts 20:4. 
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Verse 22 . 

Tertius identifies himself as the penman of this epistle, 
meaning that Paul dictated to him and he wrote it all down. He wanted 
to add his own personal greeting of respect to these believers, that 
he wished them well. 

Verse 23 . 

Gaius, in Greek, is the same as Caius in Latin, and a very 
common name among Romans . Luke mentions one of that name in Acts 
19:29 as from Macedonia, who was in danger at Ephesus during the 
violence of the mob caused by Demetrius the silversmith railing 
against Paul and his companions. Here he is mentioned as Paul's 
present host as well as receiving and taking care of any believers 
that needed lodging. He must have been a man of some means, and an 
open and loving follower of Christ to be so generous. 

Erastus is identified as the treasurer of the city of Corinth. 
He was mentioned in Acts 19:22. As one of Paul's companions, also 
mentioned in II Timothy 4:20. Another brother Christian named Quartus 
is mentioned only this once. 

Verse 2 4 . 

This appears to be the closing of Tertius, almost exactly as 
that of Paul in verse 20. Therefore the various greetings in verses 
22, 23, and 24 were his own close friends mentioned. 

Verse 25 . 

Now addressing God Who is described as willing to teach as He is 
wise, and as ready to help us as He is strong. Paul has shown God's 
purpose in the Gospel of Jesus Christ that he, Paul, has preached to 
the Gentiles. This 'mystery' was revealed to him as apostle to the 
Gentiles. He also mentions this in some of his other epistles: 
Galatians, Ephesians, and Colossians. The secret was that the 
Gentiles would not be required to submit to the Mosaic Law, but would 
be equal to converted Jews . 

Verse 26. 

This was openly shown now, as also was prophesied by Old 
Testament prophets. What He promised, He has also brought to pass, 
being the everlasting God. It was His commandment that all the people 
of the world should be taught the obedience of faith - this included 
its doctrines and precepts of behavior. This was universal - 
repentance toward God, faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, circumcision 
of the heart through the Holy Spirit. All the Jewish rites and 
ceremonies had been fulfilled, and finished by the perfect obedience 
and sacrifice of Christ on the cross. The greatest proof of God's 
approval was Christ's resurrection and ascension to everlasting 
glory . 

Verse 2 7 . 

Again addressing God as the seat and source of all wisdom and 
knowledge. He alone planned and knew the time, places, persons, and 
circumstances that would show forth His wisdom and infinite goodness 
in sending His Son to redeem man. This salvation is also glorious, 
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for it lasts forever. So, God is worthy of glory through Jesus Christ 
forever. Amen. The word affirms this truth and desires for its 
continued fulfillment. 

The Phoebe mentioned at the beginning of this chapter (deaconess 
of the Church of Cenchrea) is here recognized as the carrier of this 
letter to the saints of Rome. Also, it is again mentioned that it was 
written in the city of Corinth, specifically for the Roman believers. 

This epistle has clearly recorded the beliefs and practices of 
the earliest Roman Church. If one should compare it to the modern 
Roman Church, the differences would heavily outweigh any similarities 
that could be found. A good hypothetical question - how would Paul 
himself react if he would now visit Rome? 



The end. 
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We would all like to thank God for His Word and His small, still 
voice in the lonely hours . 



